
           website: http://www.learnwebskills.com/sar/index.html

DEC 2015                           Fort Lauderdale Chapter chartered December 8, 1966               Volume 48 Number 9

NEXT MEETING - JAN 16, 2016
Colony West Golf Club

6800 NW 88th Ave , Tamarac, FL 33321

Future Dates:

Saturday, 02/20/16
Saturday, 03/19/16
Saturday, 04/16/16
Saturday, 05/21/16

Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-559-3202
or e-mail  Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com

Compatriots:

Our December meeting, as it has been in recent years, is
the participation in Wreaths Across America up in Palm
Beach.  This will occur on Saturday December 12th.  If
you are interested in attending contact Joe Motes for
directions.

Our long time member and past president, George Den-
nis, passed away at the age of 101.  Along  with being a
wonderful man, it should be noted that George was the
oldest living Eagle Scout in America.  He earned this
honor in 1931.

Our November meeting was highlighted with the induc-
tion of David Nash by Ted Duay.

We  elected the following officers for 2016.  They will
be installed at our January 16th  luncheon.

President  –    Allen Manning
Vice President  -   Jeffrey L. Greene
Registrar/Genealogist –  Jeffrey L. Greene
Secretary –   James W. Lohmeyer
Treasurer/Sgt. at Arms/Editor/Historian –
   Joseph M. Motes
Chancellors –   Edwynne Murphy
Chaplain –   David H.Kramer

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 12th – Wreaths Across America
January 16th – Colony West Golf Club
February 20th – Colony West Golf Club

Fraternally,
William W. Zimmer
954-783-0887 email: wwz2620@gmail.com

President’s Message

Joe Motes presented James Lohmeyer The Partners in
Patriotism Certificate for our Chapter, James is the
Chairman of Patriotism activities.

Ted Duay was award another Liberty Medal award dur-
ing our November meeting by President Bill Zimmer.
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Ferguson's second in command then ordered that a white flag
of surrender be hoisted.Ferguson's second in command then
ordered that a white flag of surrender be hoisted.

Despite the call for surrender by the Loyalists, the Patriots
could not immediately stop their men from shooting. Many
Patriots remembered that the infamous Colonel Tarleton had
mowed down Patriot troops at Waxhaw despite the fact that
the troops were trying to surrender. Eventually, the fighting
at Kings Mountain stopped.

In all, 225 Loyalists were killed, 163 were wounded, 716
were taken prisoner. 28 Patriots were killed and 68 were
wounded. Among the Patriot dead: Colonel James Williams
of South Carolina.

BATTLE ENDS: PATRIOTS MARCH PRISONERS
TO HILLSBOROUGH

After the battle, the victorious Patriots and the captured
Loyalists had to camp together. Soon it became dark and the
cries of the wounded were heard and often unheeded.

The next morning, the sun came out for the first time in days.
Fearing that Cornwallis would soon be upon them, many of
the Patriot militia left for their homes. A contingent of
Patriots took the prisoners northward to the Continental
Army jurisdiction in Hillsborough.

During the journey, a number of prisoners were brutally
beaten and some prisoners were hacked with swords. A
number of unjust murders took place -- not the Patriots finest
hour. The injustices continued a week later when a commit-
tee of Patriots appointed a jury to try some of the so-called
"obnoxious" Loyalists. 36 Loyalists were found guilty of
breaking open houses, burning houses and killing citizens.
Nine were hanged.

CORNWALLIS IS SHAKEN BY THE NEWS; WITH-
DRAWS INTO SOUTH CAROLINA

Cornwallis was shaken when the news of Ferguson's defeat
reached his headquarters. He remained in Charlotte a few
days before withdrawing back into South Carolina to the
British post at Winnsboro.

The British could not count on reinforcements from other
South Carolina posts to help them -- the news of victory at
Kings Mountain had revived Patriot hopes. The victory
triggered bonfires and street dancing in cities held by the
Patriots. Soon, Patriot leaders such as Thomas Sumter, Eli-
jah Clarke and Francis "The Swamp Fox" Marion stepped up
their harassment of British troops. Patriot sympathizers in-
creased their assaults on Tory neighbors.

COUNTDOWN TO YORKTOWN

Cornwallis was not inactive however. He sent Tarleton and
a Major Wemyss in hot pursuit of Marion and Sumter. On
November 9, Sumter was fully prepared when Wemyss
attempted a surprise attack on his forces at Fish Dam Ford.
Wemyss and 25 of his men were captured. Sumter then
moved with 240 toward the British fort at Ninety Six. Tarle-
ton stopped his pursuit of Marion and went to Fort Ninety
Six.

The Battle of King's Mountain
The seven colonels chose Campbell as their officer of the day
to carry out the plans they adopted collectively. Fearing Fergu-
son would escape, the colonels selected 900 of their best men
to pursue the Loyalists.

The Patriots marched through the night and the next day,
through pouring rain and intermittent showers. They reached
Kings Mountain the next day, Saturday October 7 just after
noon.

Kings Mountain is an outlying portion of the Blue Ridge
Mountains. A heavily rocky and wooded area, the mountain
rises 60 feet above the plain surrounding it. The campsite was
supposedly an ideal place for Ferguson to camp because the
mountain has a plateau at its summit. The plateau is 600 yards
long and 70 feet wide at one end and 120 feet wide at the other.
The Scot considered the summit too steep to be scaled.

THE BATTLE BEGINS

Upon arriving at Kings Mountain, the Patriot soldiers dis-
mounted. After tying up the horses, the soldiers formed in a
horseshoe around the base of the mountain behind their lead-
ers, who remained on horseback.

Ferguson was right in believing that his would be attackers
would expose themselves to musket fire if they attempted to
scale the summit. But Ferguson did not realize his men could
only fire if they went out into the open, exposing themselves to
musket fire. Most of the Patriot troops were skilled hunters
who routinely killed fast moving animals. On this day, Fergu-
son's men would not find escape an easy task.

The fighting began around 3 p.m. when some of Ferguson's
men noticed the Patriot soldiers surrounding the mountain.
After a brief skirmish, the shooting began in earnest when two
of the Patriot regiments opened fire on the Loyalists simultane-
ously. The Loyalists fired back but the Patriots were protected
by the heavily wooded area.

The regiments commanded by Colonels Isaac Shelby and
William Campbell marched toward Ferguson's men but were
driven back twice by Loyalist fire. But as one regiment was
driven back, another would advance. Ferguson had to shift his
reserves from one place to another while continuing to take
heavy losses from the concealed American sharpshooters in the
trees. Eventually, other Patriot troops provided enough support
that Shelby and Campbell's regiments reached the summit.

During the battle, Patrick Ferguson commanded his men with
the use of a silver whistle. Many Patriot fighters later recalled
hearing the sound of Ferguson's whistle over the sound of the
rifle fire. The whistle and the checkered hunting shirt he wore
over his uniform made the Scottish commander quite notice-
able on the battlefield.

After nearly an hour of fighting, Ferguson suddenly fell from
his horse. One foot was hanging in his stirrup -- several,
perhaps as many as eight bullets were in his body. Some
accounts say he died before he hit the ground. Other accounts
say that his men propped him against a tree, where he died.
Ferguson was the only British soldier killed in the battle -- all
others were Americans, either Loyalist or Patriot.
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Deciding not to face Tarleton at that time, Sumter fled north-
ward to Blackstock's Plantation. On November 20, Tarleton
attacked Sumter's forces but to no avail. Tarleton lost 100 men
while the Americans only lost three. Tarleton then rejoined
Cornwallis.

Meanwhile, Clinton sent General Alexander Leslie to Virginia
to prepare for battle there. Leslie was to be under the direct
orders of Cornwallis. Cornwallis   ordered Leslie to come to
South Carolina -- he planned to resume his invasion of North
Carolina as soon as Leslie arrived. Believing that Patriot leader
Daniel Morgan planned to attack Fort Ninety Six, Cornwallis
sent Tarleton to deal with the backwoodsman. Expecting Les-
lie to arrive in mid-January, Cornwallis planned to advance
rapidly northward and cut off the two American armies
(Nathaniel Greene's men in the South from George Washing-
ton's men in the North). He also hoped to stop the advance of
Morgan's forces should they survive the expected encounter
with Tarleton.

Cornwallis's hopes were dashed. Morgan's men soundly de-
feated Tarleton's Legion at the Battle of Cowpens on January
17. Morgan, who was ill with rheumatism and other ailments,
joined Greene's army before returning to his home in Virginia.
Greene saw that Cornwallis, who had left South Carolina, was
getting further away from his train of supplies and provisions.
Eventually, the two forces met in the Battle of Guilford Court-
house. Technically, the British won that battle but it was a
Pyrrhic victory because British losses were high. One man in
four was killed, wounded or captured.

Conclusion:

Historians consider the Battle of Kings Mountain to be the
"turning point in the South" in America's War for Indepen-
dence.  The victory of Patriots over Loyalist troops destroyed
the left wing of Cornwallis army.  The battle also effectively
ended, at least temporarily, the British advance into North
Carolina.  Lord Cornwallis was forced to retreat from Charlotte
into South Carolina to wait for reinforcements.  The victory of
the Overmountain Men allowed General Nathaniel Greene the
opportunity to reorganize the American Army.

When British General Henry Clinton learned of his men's
defeat at Kings Mountain, he is reported to have called it "the
first link of a chain of evils" that he feared might lead to the
collapse of the British plans to quash the Patriot rebellion.  He
was right.   American forces went on to defeat the British ar
Cowpens.   A little more than a year after Kings Mountain,
Washington accepted Cornwallis's surrender at Yorktown,
Virginia.

Overview
The Battle of Bennington was a battle of the American Revo-
lutionary War that took place on August 16, 1777, in Walloom-
sac, New York, about 10 miles (16 km) from its namesake
Bennington, Vermont. An American force of 2,000 men, pri-
marily composed of New Hampshire and Massachusetts mili-
tiamen, led by General John Stark, and reinforced by men led

by Colonel Seth Warner and members of the Green Moun-
tain Boys, decisively defeated a detachment of General John
Burgoyne's army led by Lieutenant Colonel Friedrich Baum,
and supported by additional men under Lieutenant Colonel
Heinrich von Breymann.

Baum's detachment was a mixed force of 700 composed of
dismounted Brunswick dragoons, Canadians, Loyalists, and
Indians. He was sent by Burgoyne to raid Bennington in the
disputed New Hampshire Grants area for horses, draft

Compatriot David Nash is our newest member to join
our chapter, was sworn in my Past Florida President
Ted Duay.

Battles of the American Revolution
The Battle of Bennington
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The western pincer, under the command of Barry St. Leger,
was repulsed when the Siege of Fort Stanwix failed, and the
southern pincer, which was to progress up the Hudson valley
from New York City, never started since General William
Howe decided instead to capture Philadelphia.

British forces
Burgoyne's progress towards Albany had initially met with
great success, including the scattering of Seth Warner's men in
the Battle of Hubbardton. However, his advance had slowed to
a crawl by late July due to logistical difficulties exacerbated by
the American destruction of a key road, and the army's sup-
plies began to dwindle. Burgoyne's concern over supplies was
magnified in early August when he received word from Howe
that he was going to Philadelphia, and was not in fact going to
advance up the Hudson River valley. In response to a proposal
first made on July 22 by the commander of his German troops,
Baron Riedesel, Burgoyne sent a detachment of about 800
troops under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Friedrich
Baum from Fort Miller on a foraging mission to acquire horses
for the German dragoons, draft animals to assist in moving the
army, and to harass the enemy. Baum's detachment was pri-
marily made up of dismounted Brunswick dragoons of the
Prinz Ludwig regiment. Along the way it was joined by local
companies of Loyalists, some Canadians and about 100 Indi-
ans, and a company of British sharpshooters.

Continued next month January Issue

2016 Dues Notice.
Greetings Compatriot !
Your  SAR  dues  notice  and  membership  card  for 2016 are
enclosed. Please mail your check no later than December 14th.
This timing is required to meet the  new  deadlines  established
by  the  state  and  national  organizations.  If  circumstances
may  delay your payment, call or e-mail the Treasurer (954-441-
8735 or joemotes@aol.com
NOTE: Anyone who has not been heard from by 12/14/15
must   be   reported   as   dropped   from Membership.
Reinstatement  can  be  made  at  a  later  date  but  this will
require processing a special application and the payment of $5
in addition to the regular dues. These delays also may cause
some issues of the newsletter and magazine to be missed. – Of
course, it is hoped that everyone will renew but it also is very
important that your response be timely.
CHAPTER TRUST FUND
The Fort Lauderdale Chapter SAR Trust Fund was established
in  1991  and  has  grown  to  its  current balance of approx
$16,297.45. The stated purpose of this fund is to assist in the
operation of the Chapter, including its projects and expenses.
Only the earnings of the Trust may be utilized, never the
principal.
Including  extra  dollars  in  your  check  for  the  trust fund will
be very helpful and appreciated.
Thank you and have a happy holiday season.........

animals, and other supplies. Believing the town to be only
lightly defended, they were unaware that Stark and 1,500
militiamen were stationed there. After a rain-caused standoff,
Stark's men enveloped Baum's position, taking many prison-
ers and killing Baum. Reinforcements for both sides arrived
as Stark and his men were mopping up, and the battle restart-
ed, with Warner and Stark successfully driving away Brey-
mann's reinforcements with heavy casualties.

The battle was an important victory for the American cause,
as it reduced Burgoyne's army in size by almost 1,000 men,
led his Indian support to largely abandon him, and deprived
him of needed supplies, all factors that contributed to Bur-
goyne's eventual surrender at Saratoga. The victory also gal-
vanized colonial support for the independence movement,
and played a role in bringing France into the war on the
American side. The battle anniversary is celebrated in the
state of Vermont as Bennington Battle Day.

Background
After the British victories at Hubbardton, Fort Ticonderoga,
and Fort Anne, General John Burgoyne's plan for the 1777
Saratoga campaign was to capture Albany and gain control of
the Hudson River Valley, dividing the American colonies in
half. This was part of a grand plan to separate the rebellious
New England colonies from the (believed) more loyal south-
ern colonies via a three-way pincer movement.
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