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CHAPTER PROJECT SURVEY

Dear Compatriots:
My main goal for 2008 is to encourage members of our
chapter to become more active within SAR. This can include
participation at the chapter or state level.
At the chapter level, there are many opportunities to
participate. Examples include active attendance at meetings,
participating in or chairing a committee, or running for a
chapter office.
For 2008, I would like the Fort Lauderdale Chapter to
undertake a project. Some examples include:

I would be interested in participating in the following
chapter project for 2008:
________Dedicating a Liberty Tree
________Forming a Color Guard Camp
________Sending Care Packages to the Military

* Dedicating a Liberty Tree.
* Forming a Color Guard Camp. Both Ed Spencer and I
already have colonial uniforms; however, we need more
members in order to form a camp. Participating at public
events in colonial uniform is a great way to attract publicity
for our chapter.

________Providing services to our Veterans at Alexander
Nininger Veterans Home
_______Presenting SAR Eagle Scout Awards

* Adopting an overseas military unit and sending them care
packages of needed personal items.
* Providing services to our veterans. The veterans at the
Alexander Nininger State Veterans Home would certainly
appreciate our help and attention.
Compatriots Jim
Lohmeyer, Ed Spencer, and I recently attended an event there.
* Personally presenting SAR Eagle Scout Awards to the
recipients. Our chapter currently mails most of these awards
directly, as we do not have enough people to present the awards.

_______Other (please
specify)__________________________________________
Name_______________________
Phone #_________________________

The above are just some of the ideas that I came up with. I am
sure that our chapter could come up with more.

Please bring to the next Chapter meeting or mail to:

At the state level, attendance at state Board of Management
meetings is important, as it provides a chance to network with
fellow Compatriots from throughout Florida and discover
what the Florida Society is doing. The next meeting is in
Kissimmee from May 2 to May 4. There are four of these
meetings a year.

Ted Duay
1641 SW 102nd Terrace
Davie, FL 33324

On March 8, 2008 the Florida Society is sponsoring the 225th
Anniversary of the Last Naval Battle of the American
Revolution in Cape Canaveral. There will be approximately
400 Compatriots and guests attending from all over the
country. This event is open to everyone.
As you can see, there are many ways to be active within our
organization. I would encourage all of you to pick the one(s)
that suit you the best and run with them!
In patriotism,
Ted Duay
President

NEXT MEETING - FEBRUARY 23rd
“Flaming Pit”
1150 N. Federal Hwy., Pompano Beach
(11 blocks north of Atlantic Blvd.)
Time: 11:30AM social gathering; Lunch at noon
Buffet luncheon - $16.00
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:
954-441-8735
or e-mail Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com
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Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (right) presents
Compatriot Ron Cameron with a Certificate of
Appreciation for speaking at our January meeting.
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2008 Chapter Officers were sworn in by FLSSAR
Regional Vice President Gerry Meeks. From left to right:
Charlie Crowell, Secretary; Ed Spencer, Vice President;
Joe Motes, Treasurer/Sgt at Arms; Gerry Meeks,
FLSSAR RVP; Ted Duay,
President/Registrar/Genealogist; Rob Joynt, Chaplain;
Ed Sullivan, Chancellor; George Dennis, Chapter
Trustee; & Jim Lohmeyer, Immediate Past President.

Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (right) presents
a Certificate of Appreciation to FLSSAR RVP Gerry
Meeks for swearing in our 2008 officers.
Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (left) presents a
Certificate of Appreciation to Ed Sullivan for serving as
Chancellor. Ed also serves as Governor General of
Mayflower.

Compatriots John Tomlinson (left) and Ron Cameron
(right) display the backside of a World War II German
map that Ron has owned for many years. Paper was so
scarce in Germany during this period that folks made use
of both sides, as can be seen!

Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (right) presents
Certificates of Appreciation and SAR coffee mugs to his
officers.
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The Liberty Bell continued from last month.
Ring loud that hallowed Bell!
Ring it long, ring it long;
Through the wide world let it tell
That Freedom’s strong:
That the whole world shall be free —
The mighty crowd, the mighty crowd —
That the proud shall bend the knee,
The haughty proud.
Ring, ring the mighty Bell,
In the storm, in the storm!
Brothers! It shall herald well
Fair Freedom’s form.
Ring it Southward, till its voice
For slavery toll, for slavery toll;
And Freedom’s wakening touch rejoice
Both limb and soul.
Ring it o’er the negro’s grave!
Ring it deep, ring it deep;
Its tones are sacred to the slave,
In Freedom’s sleep.
Ring it, till its startling tones
Thrill young and old, young and old;
Till despots tremble on their thrones,
And their blood run cold.
Ring it, till the slave be free,
Wherever chained, wherever chained;
Till Universal Liberty
For aye be gained.
Ring it, till the young arise
To Freedom’s fight, to Freedom’s fight;
Spring gladly toward the kindling skies,
All clothed in light.
Ring it, till the bonds of sect
Be torn away, be torn away;
Till every man, as God’s elect,
Kneel down to pray.
Ring it, till the world have heard,
And felt, at length, and felt, at length;
Till every living soul be stirred,
And clothed with strength.
– Text of sonnet “The Liberty Bell” by H.R.H. Moore

Ring out the peals of the Liberty Bell!
Let the tones be loud and clear,
Till, borne on the floating breeze’s swell,
The weary slave shall hear,
And the booming sound of its ringing knell
Shall reach the oppressor’s ear —
And drown the shout of the auctioneer
Ring out the peals of the Liberty Bell!
Ay, ring the call for the jubilee
Afar over land and sea,
Till woman’s voice shall the chorus swell,
And childhood shall clap its hands in glee,
And the echoing chimes come back and tell
That every slave is free.
– Aurelia F. Raymond, “The Liberty Bell,” 1858
The Bell! the bell! the glorious bell
Whose merry chimes delight the ear!
An ever-cheering tale they tell,
That all true men exult to hear.
The glorious bell of Liberty!
Another peal comes booming o’er
The wide Atlantic, charged with glee
And tidings glad to each heart’s core.
The soul-awakening sounds of old!
They rouse up all life’s hope anew;
I know them well — I heard them tolled,
In lands where Freedom’s friends are few.
I gave that bell a pull of yore,
And though foresooth a feeble one,
And I may never ring it more,
My fingers stir as of each tone.
– R.R Marden, “The Liberty Bell,” in an
Anti-Slavery Booklet of 1847
Hushed the people’s swelling murmur,
Whilst the boy cries joyously;
”Ring!” he’s shouting, “ring, grandfather,
Ring! Oh, ring for Liberty!”
Quickly at the given signal
The old bellman lifts his hand.
Iron music through the land.
– G.S. Hillard, “Franklin Fifth Reader”
continued next month
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George Lippard’s “Fourth of July” generally
recognized as the origin of the fiction of the ringing
of the Bell on July 4, 1776.
A moral earthquake had awakened the slumber of
ages. The spirit-stirring notes that pealed out from
Independence Hall, proclaiming “LIBERTY
THROUGHOUT THE LAND TO ALL THE
INHABITANTS THEREOF,” and causing the
most humble to lift up his head with higher hopes
and nobler aspirations, were yet echoing through
every nook and corner of the land. The
revolutionary struggle, in which was involved the
great principles of human rights, was still fresh in
the minds of all from the least unto the greatest.
– William Douglass, 1862

Liberty Bell Time
1701- William Penn issued the Charter of
Priviledges, which many historians believe was
being celebrated 50 years later with the ordering of
what would become the Liberty Bell.
1732- Construction on the state house began
1746- Construction on the state house is completed.
This was Colonial America’s grandest public
building and would be home to the Liberty Bell. At
this time, however, the building had no bell.
1749- The Assembly, “Ordered, That the
Superintendents of the State-House, proceed, ... to
carry up a Building on the South-side of the said
House to contain the Staircase, with a suitable Place
thereon for hanging a Bell.”
1751- The Pennsylvania Assembly issued an order
for the bell
1752- Isaac Norris, Assembly Speaker and the
Chairman of the State House Superintendents asked
the Assembly’s agent in London, Robert Charles, to
buy a bell.
He wrote in his instructions:
Let the Bell be cast by the best Workmen &
examined carefully before it is Shipped with the
following words well shaped in large letters round
in vizt. /By order of the Assembly of the Province
of Pensylvania for the State house in the City of
Philada 1752// //and Underneath//Proclaim Liberty
thro’ all the Land to all the Inhabitants thereof. Levit. XXV.10
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The verse in Leviticus reads, in full, “And ye shall
hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty
throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants
thereof.”
Some historians believe that the inscription was
meant as a commemoration and celebration of
Penn’s extraordinary 1701 Charter of Privileges,
which put legislative power in the hands of the
Assembly and took it from William Penn and the
Proprietorship (those supporting the Penn family).
So it would make good sense for the Assembly to
pay homage to the rights granted fifty years earlier.
Yet other historians pointedly note that Norris
himself was known for his opposition to the Penn
family (perhaps explaining why Pennsylvania is
spelled “Pensylvania” on the bell). If the Bell were
intended to celebrate the 50th anniversary why
would it specify 1752, instead of 1751 which would
have been the 50th anniversary? Perhaps, Norris
recognizing that the Bell would not arrive until
1752 thought it would be curious to backdate his
inscription. Or, perhaps, the fiftieth anniversary of
the Charter was simply a coincidence. The historical
record does not provide us an answer.
Either way, agent Robert Charles ordered a bell
from London’s Whitechapel Foundry. The cost of
the bell including insurance and shipping was 150
Pounds 13 shillings 8 pence.
The Bell was sent from England on the ship
Hibernia, captained by William Child. Note: It is in
error, though commonly believed that it came on the
Myrtilla. Dennis R. Reidenbach, Acting
Superintendent Independence National Historical
Park, wrote, “According to newspaper accounts of
port activity, the Myrtilla docked in Philadelphia at
the end of September 1752. However,
Pennsylvania’s Speaker of the Assembly, Isaac
Norris (the man who ordered and oversaw the
installation of the bell in the State House), wrote on
Sept. 1 that the bell had recently arrived. The only
ship from England that docked in Philadelphia
during the month of August that year was the
Hibernia, captained by William Child. The Hibernia
was of modest size, transporting dry goods and
passengers regularly between England, the colonies
and Ireland. No known records identify the
Hibernia’s owner either before or at the time it
transported the bell.” (Philadelphia Inquirer
9/22/02)
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The Bell arrived. On September 1, 1752 Norris
wrote the following to Assembly Representative
Robert Charles: “The Bell is come ashore & in good
order.” He continued, “we have not yet try’d the
sound.”
March 1753- On March 10th Norris again wrote
Agent Charles.
I gave Information that our Bell was generally like
& appvd of but in a few days after my writing I had
the Mortification to hear that it was cracked by a
stroke of the clapper without any other violence as
it was hung up to try the sound.
Norris went on to write that “two Ingenious
Work-Men” had been hired to recast the bell. These
workmen were named Pass and Stow and their
names are today inscribed on the bell.
April 1753- After adding a dash more copper into
the mixture of the Bell, the workmen were ready to
try the new casting. It didn’t sound good,
apparently. Isaac Norris noted that “they were so
teized (teased) by the witicisms of the Town that
they...will be very soon ready to make a second
essay.”
It seems they had added too much copper to the
detriment of the tone of the bell.
June 1753- It was reported in the New York
Mercury that “Last Week was raised and fix’d in
the Statehouse Steeple, the new great Bell, cast here
by Pass and Stow, weighing 2080 lbs. The steeple
had been built in March of 1753 by Edmund
Woolley, a member of Philadelphia’s Carpenters’
Company, and the master-builder who had
overseen the construction of the State House.
Pass and Stow charged slightly over 36 Pounds for
their repair job. According to their bill, the Bell
weighed 2,081 pounds.
Nov 1753- Not everyone was happy with the way
the new Bell sounded, however, most significantly
Isaac Norris. He wrote yet again to Robert Charles,
“We got our Bell new cast here and it has been used
some time but tho some are of opinion it will do I
Own I do not like it.” Norris suggested returning the
metal from the Bell to England to be recast.
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March 1754- Agent Robert Charles ordered a new
bell from Whitechapel.
May 1754- The Assembly resolved to pay for the
new bell while keeping the Pass and Stow bell.
When the new bell arrived most folks agreed it
sounded no better than Pass and Stow’s recast
Bell. The Pass and Stow Bell remained in the State
House steeple. The new Whitechapel bell was
hung in a cupola on the State House roof, attached
to the State House clocks. It was this bell which
rang the time for Philadelphians. The Pass and
Stow bell rang for special events.
Feb 1757- It tolled for the meeting of the
Assembly which would send Benjamin Franklin to
England to address Colonial grievances.
March 1757- The Pennsylvania Gazette reported
that the Bell was rung upon the arrival of Lord
Loudon from New York.
Feb 1761- It tolled in honor of King George III
ascending the throne.
1761- The Assembly permitted nearby St. Paul’s
Church to use the bell to announce worship until
their church building was completed and their own
bell installed.
Sept 1764- It tolled upon the repeal of the Sugar
Act. The Bell was rung to call the Assembly in
which Benjamin Franklin was to be sent to
England to address Colonial grievances.
Oct 1765- The Bell was “muffled” and rung when
ships carrying tax stamps sailed up the Delaware
River. The Bell was rung to summon citizens to a
public meeting to discuss the Stamp Act.
April 1768- After the ringing of the Bell,
merchants of Philadelphia held a gripe session
condemning regressive Parliamentary measures
which included a prohibition on the manufacture
of steel in the Province of Pennsylvania as well as
a ban on hat making.
Sept 1770- It tolled after a resolution claiming that
Parliament’s latest taxation schemes were
subversive of Pennsylvanian’s constitutional
rights.
Continued next month
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This Month’s Guest Speaker
“The Perils, Pitfalls, and, Progress of
Revolutionary War Medicine”
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Fort Lauderdale Chapter
SAR Meeting January 2008
Held at the Flaming Pit Restaurant
Meeting invocation by Rob Joynt, Chaplain.
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Jim Lohmeyer, President.

Tom Wilcox of the Broward County Library will
present a selection of the trials and tribulations
experienced by many of our ancestors who fought
for freedom. He will cover the key areas of Disease
(mostly Smallpox), Physicians, Surgery, Nursing,
and Supplies. All of these important areas had the
capacity to turn the war’s outcome into one that
would not have been in our favor. Tom will hope to
illustrate the valiant struggle of Soldiers, Officer’s
and Physicians who fought an enemy as dangerous
to them, and their cause, as the British Army.

Introductions: All members and guests briefly introduced
themselves. Regional VP Gerry Meeks was present.
Minutes of last meeting approved without objection.
Treasurer Report by Joe Motes. Some discussion, balance not
showing much gain in last year but year was viewed as very
productive.
Ted Duay gave his Registrar Report - membership gains are
slow with one added, and a couple of prospectives.
SAR Trust Fund discussed.
SAR new building in Louisville discussed.
Mention of CAR/DAR Tea to be held on February 16th, 2008.
Joe Motes discussed Eagle Scout award certificates.
Also asked that new secretary e-mail minutes to him on a
monthly basis.
George Dennis suggested sympathy card to be sent to a
Compatriot who had recently lost his wife.

2008 CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT / REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - TED DUAY III
1641 SW 102 TERRACE
DAVIE FL 33324-7420
954-473-2754
VICE-PRESIDENT - ED SPENCER
1811 NE 41 STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33308-5537
954-566-3719
SECRETARY - CHARLES CROWELL
950 SW 20 STREET
BOCA RATON FL 33486-6832
TREASURER / SGT-AT-ARMS - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERR
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735
CHANCELLOR - EDWARD SULLIVAN, ESQ
2837 NE 27 STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33306-1912
954-564-1014
CHAPLAIN - ROBERT JOYNT
1740 NW 42 STREET
OAKLAND PARK FL 33309-4459
954-772-1798
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERR
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735

Joe Motes reminded everyone to call or e-mail intentions to
attend meetings as the information is needed to properly plan
meetings.
Break for lunch.
Jim Lohmeyer introduced guest speaker.
Compatriot Ron Cameron discussed his ties to the American
Revolution, has had ancestors in every war, some buried at
Arlington National Cemetery, as well as being Rough Riders.
He presented cloth maps captured from Nazi Germany with
remarkable pin up artwork on the reverse. Also presented
loads of paperwork assembled by his father as he researched
his family history. Included many SAR documents, booklets,
etc.
Jim Lohmeyer presented Certificates of Appreciation and
SAR coffee mugs to the 2007 officers for their contributions
and work.
State RVP Gerry Meeks installed new 2008 officers:
President: Ted Duay
Vice President: Ed Spencer
Treasurer/Sgt at Arms: Joe Motes
Secretary: Charlie Crowell
Registrar/Genealogist: Ted Duay
Chaplain: Rob Joynt
Chancellor: Ed Sullivan
Ted presented a Past Chapter President pin to Jim Lohmeyer
in appreciation for his serving as President.
Meeting adjourned.

The Florida Society of the
Sons of the American Revolution
Fort Lauderdale Chapter Newsletter
website: www.learnwebskills.com/sar/index.html
Fort Lauderdale Chapter Organized November 26, 1966
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CHAPTER PROJECT SURVEY

Dear Compatriots:
My main goal for 2008 is to encourage members of our
chapter to become more active within SAR. This can include
participation at the chapter or state level.
At the chapter level, there are many opportunities to
participate. Examples include active attendance at meetings,
participating in or chairing a committee, or running for a
chapter office.
For 2008, I would like the Fort Lauderdale Chapter to
undertake a project. Some examples include:

I would be interested in participating in the following
chapter project for 2008:
________Dedicating a Liberty Tree
________Forming a Color Guard Camp
________Sending Care Packages to the Military

* Dedicating a Liberty Tree.
* Forming a Color Guard Camp. Both Ed Spencer and I
already have colonial uniforms; however, we need more
members in order to form a camp. Participating at public
events in colonial uniform is a great way to attract publicity
for our chapter.

________Providing services to our Veterans at Alexander
Nininger Veterans Home
_______Presenting SAR Eagle Scout Awards

* Adopting an overseas military unit and sending them care
packages of needed personal items.
* Providing services to our veterans. The veterans at the
Alexander Nininger State Veterans Home would certainly
appreciate our help and attention.
Compatriots Jim
Lohmeyer, Ed Spencer, and I recently attended an event there.
* Personally presenting SAR Eagle Scout Awards to the
recipients. Our chapter currently mails most of these awards
directly, as we do not have enough people to present the awards.

_______Other (please
specify)__________________________________________
Name_______________________
Phone #_________________________

The above are just some of the ideas that I came up with. I am
sure that our chapter could come up with more.

Please bring to the next Chapter meeting or mail to:

At the state level, attendance at state Board of Management
meetings is important, as it provides a chance to network with
fellow Compatriots from throughout Florida and discover
what the Florida Society is doing. The next meeting is in
Kissimmee from May 2 to May 4. There are four of these
meetings a year.

Ted Duay
1641 SW 102nd Terrace
Davie, FL 33324

On March 8, 2008 the Florida Society is sponsoring the 225th
Anniversary of the Last Naval Battle of the American
Revolution in Cape Canaveral. There will be approximately
400 Compatriots and guests attending from all over the
country. This event is open to everyone.
As you can see, there are many ways to be active within our
organization. I would encourage all of you to pick the one(s)
that suit you the best and run with them!
In patriotism,
Ted Duay
President

NEXT MEETING - FEBRUARY 23rd
“Flaming Pit”
1150 N. Federal Hwy., Pompano Beach
(11 blocks north of Atlantic Blvd.)
Time: 11:30AM social gathering; Lunch at noon
Buffet luncheon - $16.00
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:
954-441-8735
or e-mail Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com
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Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (right) presents
Compatriot Ron Cameron with a Certificate of
Appreciation for speaking at our January meeting.
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2008 Chapter Officers were sworn in by FLSSAR
Regional Vice President Gerry Meeks. From left to right:
Charlie Crowell, Secretary; Ed Spencer, Vice President;
Joe Motes, Treasurer/Sgt at Arms; Gerry Meeks,
FLSSAR RVP; Ted Duay,
President/Registrar/Genealogist; Rob Joynt, Chaplain;
Ed Sullivan, Chancellor; George Dennis, Chapter
Trustee; & Jim Lohmeyer, Immediate Past President.

Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (right) presents
a Certificate of Appreciation to FLSSAR RVP Gerry
Meeks for swearing in our 2008 officers.
Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (left) presents a
Certificate of Appreciation to Ed Sullivan for serving as
Chancellor. Ed also serves as Governor General of
Mayflower.

Compatriots John Tomlinson (left) and Ron Cameron
(right) display the backside of a World War II German
map that Ron has owned for many years. Paper was so
scarce in Germany during this period that folks made use
of both sides, as can be seen!

Immediate Past President Jim Lohmeyer (right) presents
Certificates of Appreciation and SAR coffee mugs to his
officers.
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The Liberty Bell continued from last month.
Ring loud that hallowed Bell!
Ring it long, ring it long;
Through the wide world let it tell
That Freedom’s strong:
That the whole world shall be free —
The mighty crowd, the mighty crowd —
That the proud shall bend the knee,
The haughty proud.
Ring, ring the mighty Bell,
In the storm, in the storm!
Brothers! It shall herald well
Fair Freedom’s form.
Ring it Southward, till its voice
For slavery toll, for slavery toll;
And Freedom’s wakening touch rejoice
Both limb and soul.
Ring it o’er the negro’s grave!
Ring it deep, ring it deep;
Its tones are sacred to the slave,
In Freedom’s sleep.
Ring it, till its startling tones
Thrill young and old, young and old;
Till despots tremble on their thrones,
And their blood run cold.
Ring it, till the slave be free,
Wherever chained, wherever chained;
Till Universal Liberty
For aye be gained.
Ring it, till the young arise
To Freedom’s fight, to Freedom’s fight;
Spring gladly toward the kindling skies,
All clothed in light.
Ring it, till the bonds of sect
Be torn away, be torn away;
Till every man, as God’s elect,
Kneel down to pray.
Ring it, till the world have heard,
And felt, at length, and felt, at length;
Till every living soul be stirred,
And clothed with strength.
– Text of sonnet “The Liberty Bell” by H.R.H. Moore

Ring out the peals of the Liberty Bell!
Let the tones be loud and clear,
Till, borne on the floating breeze’s swell,
The weary slave shall hear,
And the booming sound of its ringing knell
Shall reach the oppressor’s ear —
And drown the shout of the auctioneer
Ring out the peals of the Liberty Bell!
Ay, ring the call for the jubilee
Afar over land and sea,
Till woman’s voice shall the chorus swell,
And childhood shall clap its hands in glee,
And the echoing chimes come back and tell
That every slave is free.
– Aurelia F. Raymond, “The Liberty Bell,” 1858
The Bell! the bell! the glorious bell
Whose merry chimes delight the ear!
An ever-cheering tale they tell,
That all true men exult to hear.
The glorious bell of Liberty!
Another peal comes booming o’er
The wide Atlantic, charged with glee
And tidings glad to each heart’s core.
The soul-awakening sounds of old!
They rouse up all life’s hope anew;
I know them well — I heard them tolled,
In lands where Freedom’s friends are few.
I gave that bell a pull of yore,
And though foresooth a feeble one,
And I may never ring it more,
My fingers stir as of each tone.
– R.R Marden, “The Liberty Bell,” in an
Anti-Slavery Booklet of 1847
Hushed the people’s swelling murmur,
Whilst the boy cries joyously;
”Ring!” he’s shouting, “ring, grandfather,
Ring! Oh, ring for Liberty!”
Quickly at the given signal
The old bellman lifts his hand.
Iron music through the land.
– G.S. Hillard, “Franklin Fifth Reader”
continued next month
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George Lippard’s “Fourth of July” generally
recognized as the origin of the fiction of the ringing
of the Bell on July 4, 1776.
A moral earthquake had awakened the slumber of
ages. The spirit-stirring notes that pealed out from
Independence Hall, proclaiming “LIBERTY
THROUGHOUT THE LAND TO ALL THE
INHABITANTS THEREOF,” and causing the
most humble to lift up his head with higher hopes
and nobler aspirations, were yet echoing through
every nook and corner of the land. The
revolutionary struggle, in which was involved the
great principles of human rights, was still fresh in
the minds of all from the least unto the greatest.
– William Douglass, 1862

Liberty Bell Time
1701- William Penn issued the Charter of
Priviledges, which many historians believe was
being celebrated 50 years later with the ordering of
what would become the Liberty Bell.
1732- Construction on the state house began
1746- Construction on the state house is completed.
This was Colonial America’s grandest public
building and would be home to the Liberty Bell. At
this time, however, the building had no bell.
1749- The Assembly, “Ordered, That the
Superintendents of the State-House, proceed, ... to
carry up a Building on the South-side of the said
House to contain the Staircase, with a suitable Place
thereon for hanging a Bell.”
1751- The Pennsylvania Assembly issued an order
for the bell
1752- Isaac Norris, Assembly Speaker and the
Chairman of the State House Superintendents asked
the Assembly’s agent in London, Robert Charles, to
buy a bell.
He wrote in his instructions:
Let the Bell be cast by the best Workmen &
examined carefully before it is Shipped with the
following words well shaped in large letters round
in vizt. /By order of the Assembly of the Province
of Pensylvania for the State house in the City of
Philada 1752// //and Underneath//Proclaim Liberty
thro’ all the Land to all the Inhabitants thereof. Levit. XXV.10
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The verse in Leviticus reads, in full, “And ye shall
hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty
throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants
thereof.”
Some historians believe that the inscription was
meant as a commemoration and celebration of
Penn’s extraordinary 1701 Charter of Privileges,
which put legislative power in the hands of the
Assembly and took it from William Penn and the
Proprietorship (those supporting the Penn family).
So it would make good sense for the Assembly to
pay homage to the rights granted fifty years earlier.
Yet other historians pointedly note that Norris
himself was known for his opposition to the Penn
family (perhaps explaining why Pennsylvania is
spelled “Pensylvania” on the bell). If the Bell were
intended to celebrate the 50th anniversary why
would it specify 1752, instead of 1751 which would
have been the 50th anniversary? Perhaps, Norris
recognizing that the Bell would not arrive until
1752 thought it would be curious to backdate his
inscription. Or, perhaps, the fiftieth anniversary of
the Charter was simply a coincidence. The historical
record does not provide us an answer.
Either way, agent Robert Charles ordered a bell
from London’s Whitechapel Foundry. The cost of
the bell including insurance and shipping was 150
Pounds 13 shillings 8 pence.
The Bell was sent from England on the ship
Hibernia, captained by William Child. Note: It is in
error, though commonly believed that it came on the
Myrtilla. Dennis R. Reidenbach, Acting
Superintendent Independence National Historical
Park, wrote, “According to newspaper accounts of
port activity, the Myrtilla docked in Philadelphia at
the end of September 1752. However,
Pennsylvania’s Speaker of the Assembly, Isaac
Norris (the man who ordered and oversaw the
installation of the bell in the State House), wrote on
Sept. 1 that the bell had recently arrived. The only
ship from England that docked in Philadelphia
during the month of August that year was the
Hibernia, captained by William Child. The Hibernia
was of modest size, transporting dry goods and
passengers regularly between England, the colonies
and Ireland. No known records identify the
Hibernia’s owner either before or at the time it
transported the bell.” (Philadelphia Inquirer
9/22/02)
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The Bell arrived. On September 1, 1752 Norris
wrote the following to Assembly Representative
Robert Charles: “The Bell is come ashore & in good
order.” He continued, “we have not yet try’d the
sound.”
March 1753- On March 10th Norris again wrote
Agent Charles.
I gave Information that our Bell was generally like
& appvd of but in a few days after my writing I had
the Mortification to hear that it was cracked by a
stroke of the clapper without any other violence as
it was hung up to try the sound.
Norris went on to write that “two Ingenious
Work-Men” had been hired to recast the bell. These
workmen were named Pass and Stow and their
names are today inscribed on the bell.
April 1753- After adding a dash more copper into
the mixture of the Bell, the workmen were ready to
try the new casting. It didn’t sound good,
apparently. Isaac Norris noted that “they were so
teized (teased) by the witicisms of the Town that
they...will be very soon ready to make a second
essay.”
It seems they had added too much copper to the
detriment of the tone of the bell.
June 1753- It was reported in the New York
Mercury that “Last Week was raised and fix’d in
the Statehouse Steeple, the new great Bell, cast here
by Pass and Stow, weighing 2080 lbs. The steeple
had been built in March of 1753 by Edmund
Woolley, a member of Philadelphia’s Carpenters’
Company, and the master-builder who had
overseen the construction of the State House.
Pass and Stow charged slightly over 36 Pounds for
their repair job. According to their bill, the Bell
weighed 2,081 pounds.
Nov 1753- Not everyone was happy with the way
the new Bell sounded, however, most significantly
Isaac Norris. He wrote yet again to Robert Charles,
“We got our Bell new cast here and it has been used
some time but tho some are of opinion it will do I
Own I do not like it.” Norris suggested returning the
metal from the Bell to England to be recast.
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March 1754- Agent Robert Charles ordered a new
bell from Whitechapel.
May 1754- The Assembly resolved to pay for the
new bell while keeping the Pass and Stow bell.
When the new bell arrived most folks agreed it
sounded no better than Pass and Stow’s recast
Bell. The Pass and Stow Bell remained in the State
House steeple. The new Whitechapel bell was
hung in a cupola on the State House roof, attached
to the State House clocks. It was this bell which
rang the time for Philadelphians. The Pass and
Stow bell rang for special events.
Feb 1757- It tolled for the meeting of the
Assembly which would send Benjamin Franklin to
England to address Colonial grievances.
March 1757- The Pennsylvania Gazette reported
that the Bell was rung upon the arrival of Lord
Loudon from New York.
Feb 1761- It tolled in honor of King George III
ascending the throne.
1761- The Assembly permitted nearby St. Paul’s
Church to use the bell to announce worship until
their church building was completed and their own
bell installed.
Sept 1764- It tolled upon the repeal of the Sugar
Act. The Bell was rung to call the Assembly in
which Benjamin Franklin was to be sent to
England to address Colonial grievances.
Oct 1765- The Bell was “muffled” and rung when
ships carrying tax stamps sailed up the Delaware
River. The Bell was rung to summon citizens to a
public meeting to discuss the Stamp Act.
April 1768- After the ringing of the Bell,
merchants of Philadelphia held a gripe session
condemning regressive Parliamentary measures
which included a prohibition on the manufacture
of steel in the Province of Pennsylvania as well as
a ban on hat making.
Sept 1770- It tolled after a resolution claiming that
Parliament’s latest taxation schemes were
subversive of Pennsylvanian’s constitutional
rights.
Continued next month
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This Month’s Guest Speaker
“The Perils, Pitfalls, and, Progress of
Revolutionary War Medicine”
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Fort Lauderdale Chapter
SAR Meeting January 2008
Held at the Flaming Pit Restaurant
Meeting invocation by Rob Joynt, Chaplain.
Pledge of Allegiance lead by Jim Lohmeyer, President.

Tom Wilcox of the Broward County Library will
present a selection of the trials and tribulations
experienced by many of our ancestors who fought
for freedom. He will cover the key areas of Disease
(mostly Smallpox), Physicians, Surgery, Nursing,
and Supplies. All of these important areas had the
capacity to turn the war’s outcome into one that
would not have been in our favor. Tom will hope to
illustrate the valiant struggle of Soldiers, Officer’s
and Physicians who fought an enemy as dangerous
to them, and their cause, as the British Army.

Introductions: All members and guests briefly introduced
themselves. Regional VP Gerry Meeks was present.
Minutes of last meeting approved without objection.
Treasurer Report by Joe Motes. Some discussion, balance not
showing much gain in last year but year was viewed as very
productive.
Ted Duay gave his Registrar Report - membership gains are
slow with one added, and a couple of prospectives.
SAR Trust Fund discussed.
SAR new building in Louisville discussed.
Mention of CAR/DAR Tea to be held on February 16th, 2008.
Joe Motes discussed Eagle Scout award certificates.
Also asked that new secretary e-mail minutes to him on a
monthly basis.
George Dennis suggested sympathy card to be sent to a
Compatriot who had recently lost his wife.

2008 CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT / REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - TED DUAY III
1641 SW 102 TERRACE
DAVIE FL 33324-7420
954-473-2754
VICE-PRESIDENT - ED SPENCER
1811 NE 41 STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33308-5537
954-566-3719
SECRETARY - CHARLES CROWELL
950 SW 20 STREET
BOCA RATON FL 33486-6832
TREASURER / SGT-AT-ARMS - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERR
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735
CHANCELLOR - EDWARD SULLIVAN, ESQ
2837 NE 27 STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33306-1912
954-564-1014
CHAPLAIN - ROBERT JOYNT
1740 NW 42 STREET
OAKLAND PARK FL 33309-4459
954-772-1798
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERR
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735

Joe Motes reminded everyone to call or e-mail intentions to
attend meetings as the information is needed to properly plan
meetings.
Break for lunch.
Jim Lohmeyer introduced guest speaker.
Compatriot Ron Cameron discussed his ties to the American
Revolution, has had ancestors in every war, some buried at
Arlington National Cemetery, as well as being Rough Riders.
He presented cloth maps captured from Nazi Germany with
remarkable pin up artwork on the reverse. Also presented
loads of paperwork assembled by his father as he researched
his family history. Included many SAR documents, booklets,
etc.
Jim Lohmeyer presented Certificates of Appreciation and
SAR coffee mugs to the 2007 officers for their contributions
and work.
State RVP Gerry Meeks installed new 2008 officers:
President: Ted Duay
Vice President: Ed Spencer
Treasurer/Sgt at Arms: Joe Motes
Secretary: Charlie Crowell
Registrar/Genealogist: Ted Duay
Chaplain: Rob Joynt
Chancellor: Ed Sullivan
Ted presented a Past Chapter President pin to Jim Lohmeyer
in appreciation for his serving as President.
Meeting adjourned.

