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President’s Message

NEXT MEETING - FEBRUARY 19, 2011

Colony West Country Club
6800 NW 88th Ave in Tamarac

Future Dates:

March 19, 2011
April 16, 2011
May 21, 2011

Time: 11:30AM social gathering; Lunch at noon
Buffet Luncheon - $15.00

FOR RESERVATIONS  CALL:   954-441-8735
or e-mail Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com

My fellow compatriots, those of you who were not 
at January luncheon missed out seeing a series of 
skits about Revolutionary history put on by the 
Swamp Fox Chapter, Children of the American 
Revolution. They did a wonderful job and enjoyed 
the ice cream served after their program. 

The speaker for the February meeting will be Judge 
John Miller who sat for many years on the Juvenal 
bench and has many good stories about his time 
there. He is now retired but still hears many cases 
and arbitrations It should be an interesting meeting. 
So come one and come all. 
 
Ken Loomis, 
President of there Ft Lauderdale Chapter of S.A.R 

Ramblings from the Secretary

Having left home at the age of 17 but occasionally 
looking back I became adept at writing letters to my 
extended family at a time when postage stamps and 
carbon paper were relatively inexpensive, long dis-
tance telephone calls were reserved for death or 
serious illness, and E-mail not even a glimmer in 
Bill Gates' eye.  Sixty some years later, I am still at 
it.  One of the things that I do in these weekly letters 
is toss in a bit of trivia to grab the interest of some 
who might otherwise be inclined to throw the letter 
in the circular file or hit the delete-before-reading 
in the E-mail.  It was while casting around for this 
week's trivia that I noted that the Stamp Act was 
passed by the British Parliament in February of 
1765.

The enacting of the Stamp Act is one of the histor-
ical factors which culminated in the American 
Revolution.                                             
                                                                                               Continued on page 3

Fort Lauderdale Chapter

Sons of the American Revolution

Minutes of Meeting on January 15,  2011

Held at Colony West Country Club in 

Tamarac, Florida

The meeting was opened at 1207 hours by President 
Ken Loomis with 10 members and guests in attendance.  
An Invocation was offered by Jim Lohmeyer followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and the SAR 
Pledge, lead by the Chapter President

The President called for officer's reports, which pro-
ceeded as follows:
 • Vice President:  not in attendance
 • Treasurer:  Joe Motes provided a printed copy 
of the treasurer's report showing that the operating fund 
had a balance of $4,440.62 and the trust fund balance 
was $15,569.65.  He noted that payment had been 
provided to the State and National organizations for the 
members annual dues.  A short discussion of the trust 
fund followed and the treasurer stated that a check in 
the amount of $840 had been deposited into the fund, 
the monies coming from donations.  Jim Lohmeyer 
stated that a letter to the individual who had contributed 
the largest part of the donations had been sent, express-
ing the appreciation of the Chapter.                                              

                                                             Continued on page 2, column 1



PAGE 2                                         FORT  LAUDERDALE  CHAPTER  SAR                                   FEB 2011

Continued from page 1 column 2

Ted Duay moved, seconded by Jim Lohmeyer, that the 
Treasurer's report be accepted, which was done by 
acclamation.

 •  The Secretary stated that the minutes had 
been distributed electronically in the newsletter and 
confirmed that they were also distributed by mail in the 
newsletter for individuals who had requested the hard 
copy.  A correction to the minutes was requested as the 
list of officers nominated and elected did not reflect the 
fact that Edward Sullivan was re-elected to the position 
of Chancellor.  The Secretary stated that would be done 
and requested that the corrected minutes be approved, 
which was moved by Jim Lohmeyer, seconded by Ted 
Duay, and approved by acclamation. 

 •  The Chapter Genealogist stated that there 
currently 5 new member applications sent from the 
Chapter and being processed at the national organiza-
tion, and that there was an additional application that 
he would be sending it shortly.  He stated that 
delay/processing time at the national organization was 
about 5 months, due in part to the relocation of the staff 
to the new headquarters building, which left them 
without telephones and computer service for an extend-
ed period.  Of the total of 6 applications pending, only 
4 will result in additional members for the Chapter as 
one father/son combination will be transferring to other 
Chapters due to the fact that the individuals have 
moved from the Fort Lauderdale area.

The President called for a discussion of old business 
before the Chapter, and none being offered, moved to 
the discussion of new business which centered on three 
related areas:  increased participation in Chapter meet-
ings; increased publicity for Chapter functions; and 
participation by the Chapter and members in public 
service projects.  

 •  Jim Lohmyer (1) advanced a suggestion that 
the Regents of the local DAR Chapters be invited (one 
at a time) to attend and participate in Chapter meetings.  
This would allow a wider base of knowledge of the 
Chapter and Chapter functions as well as, possibly, 
bring in additional members who were sons or spouses 
of the DAR members.  He also suggested that (2) the 
Chapter needed to make an individual or group of 
individuals responsible for getting information about 
the Chapter out to the public in the form of press 
releases or articles in the local newspapers.  A brief 
discussion was held on each of these items.

•  Ted Duay, noting the amount of money available in the 
operating fund, suggested that (3) the Chapter look into 
the possibility of placing historical markers at appropri-
ate places as a way of gaining publicity.  Jack Dye 
continued along this line of thought with the suggestion 
of (4) determining whether it would be appropriate to 
sponsor the planting of a symbolic Liberty Tree, specifi-
cally in Plantation's Liberty Tree Park, but possibly 
elsewhere.  Ted Duay commented that if such things 
were done it would be an appropriate place for a plaque 
or marker of some sort.

 •  Jack Dye brought up the fact that other Chap-
ters provided assistance to local Veterans' homes, and 
Joe Motes indicated that (5) other groups that he belongs 
to have lists of supplies that are needed by the veterans 
who live in these homes.  He also indicated that (6) the 
Veterans' Administration Clinic is in need of hard copy 
books for their patients who can take the books without 
charge and typically do this on a revolving basis.  He also 
indicated that they also wanted copies of such things as 
the National Geographic, which were used in house and 
not loaned or given out.

After a break for lunch, the President continued the 
discussion of new business:

 •  Bob Dooley indicated that he had provided 
names of prominent individuals to be invited as guest 
speakers but that this had not been followed up on.  He 
indicated that (7) the President of Nova-Southeastern 
University was a person who he thought would be will-
ing to address the Chapter, and that (8) another such 
individual was the County Property appraiser. At this 
point the President stated that he thought that he could 
(9) obtain the County Medical Examiner to talk about 
medical treatment available at the time of the Revolu-
tionary War.

 •  Joe Motes stated that the time of year for 
presenting awards to the various JROTC programs was 
approaching, that at times there were too many functions 
occurring at or near the same times and it was impossible 
for him to attend all, and that Allen Manning had volun-
teered to assist.  Jim Lohmeyer, Ted Duay, and Jack Dye 
indicated that they could assist if needed.  Joe also asked 
that the Chapter purchase a small flag set that could be 
set on a table in order to preclude bringing the full-sized 
set into every meeting.  The purchase was approved by 
general agreement rather than a voice vote.

                                                                         Continued on page 3 column 1
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The Virginia colonial legislature passed a resolution 
which stated that ALL taxes were illegal unless im-
posed by the people's representatives, namely them-
selves. Later that same year representatives of nine of 
the thirteen colonies met in New York and issued a 
document that, amongst other items, adopted the Vir-
ginia position that there could be no taxation in the 
colonies that was not approved by the colonies.

The Stamp Act was repealed in February of 1766, 
being in effect for about a year.  However its repeal 
was accompanied by a statement from the Parliament 
named the Declaratory Act which stated that they had 
the absolute right to impose taxes on the Colonies "in 
all cases, whatsoever."  In the following years Parlia-
ment and the Crown continued in their imposition of 
taxes and policies affecting the Colonies without input 
from the Colonies, leading ultimately to the Declara-
tion of Independence, the American Revolution, and 
the founding of our Republic.

But if you think that the Taxation Without Representa-
tion argument has been settled, consider the following: 

 "A New York (appeals) court ruled last month that all 
income earned by a New Canaan, Conn., couple is 
subject to New York state taxes because they own a 
summer home on Long Island they used only a few 
times a year. "   The court's rationale:  "The appeals 
court upheld the ruling that it's not the owners' intend-
ed use of the house that matters, but whether the home 
could be used all year long."  So just because they own 
a house in New York which they admit they use a few 
times a year, all of their income, no matter the source 
and no matter where earned, is subject to New York 
income tax.

And they don't live in New York, don't vote in New 
York, and have no representation in the New York 
legislature.

                     

Continued from page 1, column 1

By extension, it is one of the reasons that we get 
together to greet one another, that Joe Motes  trots off 
to meet with the JROTC and Civil Air Patrol and Sea 
Cadet units, and that there are other Chapters of like 
minded individuals who also gather and who send 
their Joe Motes off to meet with ...

The genesis for the Stamp Act, which applied not 
only to the British colonies in North America but the 
British Isles as well, was pretty simple.  The British 
government was essentially broke at the end of the 7 
Years War (or French and Indian Wars if you lived in 
the colonies); it needed money; and unlike the current 
monetary system of these United States, their money 
was still backed by precious metals.  The Pound 
Sterling meant just what it said and no electronic 
transfers or printing presses could alter that fact.  
Similarly, the members of Parliament had not yet 
thought of an income tax and, if they had, there were 
not a lot of people around would be able or willing to 
pay it.  After all, this was still pretty much pre-indus-
trial revolution and lots of places and people were still 
in a barter economy.  Hence taxes were collected for 
more physical things, i.e. imports, exports, and prep-
aration of legal documents.

The Stamp Act was just the sort of thing that politi-
cians of all varieties are capable of, i.e., an ill-con-
ceived act for a good purpose but with little to no 
backing from the people.  It required individuals or 
firms to purchase stamps in varying denominations 
and for various purposes from the government and to 
affix one or more to " virtually every piece of paper ... 
from newspapers to legal documents and even includ-
ing playing cards and dice."  At home and in the 
colonies it met with immediate and intense resistance.  

At home, despite the fact that members of Parliament 
theoretically represented their constituents (only 
about 3% of British males were eligible to vote), there 
was instant organized opposition and even riots over 
the enforcement of the act.  In the colonies, there was 
not only civil disobedience but also attempts at legis-
lative nullification.  Some years earlier (1689 to be 
precise) the English Bill of Rights had established 
that there could be no taxation without the agreement 
of Parliament, but the colonies were not represented 
in Parliament. Thus the rallying cry for No Taxation 
Without Representation.  
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Commanders From The American Revolution

For the next several issues, we will be presenting the 

different Commander of the Revolution.

Colonel James Barrett

Born 1732 in Concord Massachusetts 
Died 1779 in Concord Massachusetts 

Colonel James Barrett was one of the primary figures in 
the events surrounding the first battle of the American 
Revolution. 

The chief objective of the British march through Middle-
sex County on April 19, 1775, was to seize military 
supplies stored on Colonel Barrett's farm in Concord. 
However, the townspeople had received advance warn-
ing of the British plan.
 
So the soldiers who reached the farm that morning found 
neither the weapons, which had been moved or hidden, 
nor Colonel Barrett, who at that very moment was lead-
ing the Middlesex militia as they prepared to engage the 
Redcoats at the North Bridge.

Colonel John Buttrick

Born 7/20/1731 in Concord Massachusetts 
Died 5/16/1791 in Concord Massachusetts 

History is not always as simple and factual as it often 
appears. Such is the case of North Bridge hero John 
Buttrick and his epochal role on 19 April 1775.

By October 1774, the Provincial Congress ordained that 
militias reorganize as an Army of Observation and to 
defend against sorties out of Boston by the British Reg-
ulars. Each town was to place a quarter of its militia into 
minute companies - volunteers only, ready for immedi-
ate response to an alarm of danger. These men would 
elect their own officers. On 17 January 1775, Concord 
mustered its first such company and selected Charles 
Miles captain.

Contrary to popular historians (Shattuck and Ripley 
through the present), when Concord's second minute 
company formed on 30 January, it did not elect David 
Brown captain. The original muster document shows 
that by unanimous vote, John Buttrick was chosen for 
that honor and his senior lieutenant was Brown.

Military preparations continued through 
February/March with counties grouping minute and 

                      Continued on page 5

Continued from page 2, column 2

The Secretary asked that the numbered suggestions in 
the new business discussions be assigned as action 
items as follows with the expectation that the responsi-
ble individuals report progress to the Chapter at the next 
meeting:

 (1) & (2).   Jim Lohmeyer in conjunction 
with the Chapter President
 (3) & (4) Jack Dye
 (5)  Joe Motes to provide listings 
of supplies and personal items to Jack Dye
 (6)  Joe Motes stated that he would 
receive any donations and ensure that they went to the 
Clinic.
 (7) , (8), & (9) Bob Dooley assisting the 
Chapter President.  The Secretary to provide secretarial 
support if required.

There being no additional new business before the 
Chapter, members of the Swamp Fox Society of the 
Children of the American Revolution made a two part 
presentation:  the first concerning the Constitution of 
the United States and its Amendments; the second a skit 
which told of the sacrifices made by various individuals 
who had signed the Declaration of Independence, and 
of the consequences for their families.

Following the presentation the President concluded the 
meeting at 1340 hours with a Benediction delivered by 
Jim Lohmeyer, and the SAR Recessional.

Respectfully Submitted,

John M. Dye

The 50/50 raffle was won by Ken Loomis who donated 
his half to the CAR

Subsequent to the meeting, the Chapter served ice 
cream and socialized with members of the CAR and 
their advisors/sponsors.
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Colonel James Barrett

Born 1732 in Concord Massachusetts 
Died 1779 in Concord Massachusetts 

Colonel James Barrett was one of the primary figures 
in the events surrounding the first battle of the Amer-
ican Revolution. 

The chief objective of the British march through 
Middlesex County on April 19, 1775, was to seize 
military supplies stored on Colonel Barrett's farm in 
Concord. However, the townspeople had received 
advance warning of the British plan.
 
So the soldiers who reached the farm that morning 
found neither the weapons, which had been moved 
or hidden, nor Colonel Barrett, who at that very 
moment was leading the Middlesex militia as they 
prepared to engage the Redcoats at the North Bridge.

Colonel John Buttrick

Born 7/20/1731 in Concord Massachusetts 
Died 5/16/1791 in Concord Massachusetts 

History is not always as simple and factual as it often 
appears. Such is the case of North Bridge hero John 
Buttrick and his epochal role on 19 April 1775.

By October 1774, the Provincial Congress ordained 
that militias reorganize as an Army of Observation 
and to defend against sorties out of Boston by the 
British Regulars. Each town was to place a quarter of 
its militia into minute companies - volunteers only, 
ready for immediate response to an alarm of danger. 
These men would elect their own officers. On 17 
January 1775, Concord mustered its first such com-
pany and selected Charles Miles captain.

Contrary to popular historians (Shattuck and Ripley 
through the present), when Concord's second minute 
company formed on 30 January, it did not elect 
David Brown captain. The original muster document 
shows that by unanimous vote, John Buttrick was 
chosen for that honor and his senior lieutenant was 
Brown.

Military preparations continued through 
February/March with counties grouping minute and 

militia companies into similar regiments and selecting field 
officers. In the Concord area, the militia regiment was com-
manded by Col. James Barrett; the minute regiment by Col. 
Abijah Pierce (Lincoln). The latter unit chose John Buttrick 
as its Major and thus his company received a new captain - 
David Brown - who would lead it at the Concord fight.

 
Hearing the alarm on the morning of 19 April, John Buttrick 
was one of the first arrivals at the Green and as senior officer 
set about organizing the mustering companies. As his out-
numbered force withdrew to Punkatasset Hill to await reen-
forcements, Col. Barrett chose Buttrick to be his ground 
commander. The quick promotion and sudden thrust into 
leadership would bring hazard and fame to the Major, for 
instead of being with the 2nd unit in the line of march to the 
Bridge, he would be in the forefront.
 
As the ranks grew to some 400 men, the colonials moved 
closer to the Bridge for ease of observation. While anxiously 
awaiting events to unfold, smoke was seen rising from Con-
cord center and it was thought the town was being burned. 
Barrett gave the order to march and Buttrick, alongside Capt. 
Isaac Davis, Acton (the lead company) and Lieut. Col. John 
Robinson, Westford (arrived with no men; declined command 
but not a position of honor) advanced to destiny.

At the Bridge, several warning shots were fired by the Regu-
lars followed by a volley which killed Davis and Abner 
Hosmer. The American command to fire has historically been 
attributed to Buttrick who according to tradition leaped from 
the ground, partly turned to his men, shouted "Fire fellow 
soldiers, for God's sake, fire!", then discharged his musket. 
But can these words and actions be substantiated or are they 
as some believe embellishments or 19th Century revisionist, 
romantic history?

William Heath

Born 03/07/1737 in Roxbury Massachusetts
 
Died 01/24/1814 in Roxbury Massachusetts

William Heath (March 7, 1737 – January 24, 1814) 
was an American farmer, soldier, and political lead-
er from Massachusetts who served as a major gen-
eral in the Continental Army during the American 
Revolutionary War.

Heath made his home for his entire life at his family’s 
farm in Roxbury, Massachusetts (present day Jamaica 
Plain, Massachusetts, part of the city of Boston). He was 
born on a farm that had been settled in 1636 by his 
ancestors. He became active in the militia, and was a 
captain in the Suffolk County militia in 1760. By 1770 
he was a colonel and its leader.             Continued on Page 6
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In December 1774 the revolutionary government in 
Massachusetts named him a brigadier general. He com-
manded Massachusetts forces during the last stage of the 
Battle of Lexington and Concord in April 1775. As the 
siege of Boston began, Heath devoted himself to train-
ing the militia involved in the siege. In June of that year, 
Massachusetts named him a major general in the state 
troops, and the Continental Congress made him a briga-
dier general in the new national army, the Continental 
Army.

In 1776 Heath participated in the defense of New York 
City, and was one of those who urged General Washing-
ton not to abandon the city. He saw action at Long 
Island, Harlem Heights, and White Plains. In August 
1776 he was promoted to major general in the Continen-
tal Army, but Washington had doubts about Heath's 
abilities and posted him where no action was expected. 
In November he was placed in command of forces in the 
Hudson River Highlands. In January 1777, Washington 
instructed Heath to attack Fort Independence in New 
York in support of Washington's actions at Trenton and 
Princeton, but Heath's attack was botched and his troops 
were routed. He was censured by Washington and there-
after was never given command of troops in action.

General Heath was placed in charge of the Convention 
Army of John Burgoyne’s surrendered troops after the 
Battle of Saratoga. In 1780 he returned to command the 
Highland Department after Benedict Arnold’s treason.

After the war, Heath was a member of the Massachu-
setts Convention that ratified the United States Constitu-
tion in 1788. He served in the state Senate 1791–1792, 
and as a probate court judge. In 1800 he was elected the 
Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts, but declined the 
office.

He died at home in Roxbury on January 24, 1814, and 
was buried nearby in Forest Hills Cemetery The town 
of Heath, Massachusetts, is named in his honor.

Major-General Francis Smith

Born 1723 in Unknown 
Died 1791 in Unknown 

Major-General Francis Smith (1723-1791), was the 
British commander during most of the Battle of Lexing-
ton and Concord, Massachusetts on April 19, 1775. The 
battle ignited the Revolutionary War that would see 
America become a separate nation.

                                                              Continued on page 8

Installation of Officers for 2011

Our new Officers are Ken Loomis, Charles Crowell, John 

Dye, George Dennis, Ted Duay, Ed Sullivan, Joseph 

Motes and Robert Joynt.
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Our December 2010 Guest Speaker Our December 2010 Installation of Officers

President Ken Loomis presents a Certificate of Apprecia-

tion to Haley Crowell  for her December 2010 presentation.

President Ken Loomis presents a Certificate of Apprecia-

tion to the Swamp Fox Society Children of the American 

Revolution.
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Continued from page 6

Smith was lieutenant colonel of His Majesty's 10th 
Regiment of Foot (its descendant is the Royal Anglian 
Regiment in the modern British Army). Smith ordered 
light infantry to move forward while he stayed with the 
main body of the expedition, thus he was not present at 
the skirmish in Lexington. Major John Pitcairn of the 
Royal Marines was in charge of the advance guard. 
Smith's regiment, the 10th foot, was present at both the 
Lexington Green and the Old North Bridge in Concord. 
Smith was wounded in the thigh by Lexington militia, 
led by Colonel John Parker, during the British retreat 
back to Boston later that day in what has been called 
"Parker's Revenge".

He was promoted to full Colonel at the years end and 
later promoted to Brigadier General. On the night of 
March 4, 1776, during a snow storm, British sentries on 
duty near the Boston Neck heard digging across the bay 
on Dorchester Heights. This was reported to Smith, who 
did not report this to his own superiors at the Province 
House. By dawn on March 5, the Americans now had a 
full breastworks constructed on the heights. This result-
ed in the British being forced to evacuate Boston and sail 
to Halifax, Nova Scotia.

When General William Howe and the British Army 
sailed to New York in August, Smith commanded a 
brigade during the British victory at the Battle of Long 
Island. In August 1778, he led the brigade at Quaker Hill 
in Newport, Rhode Island during the Battle of Rhode 
Island. The 10th Regiment served in the American Rev-
olution until 1778 and then returned to England after 19 
years service overseas. Smith returned to America in 
1779 and was promoted to Major General.
                                                       Series continues next month

Corrected December meeting minutes:
President:  Ken Loomis
Vice President:  Charles Crowell
Secretary:  John Dye
Treasurer:  Joe Motes
Genealogist/Registrar: Ted Duay
Chaplain  Rob Joynt
Historian  George Dennis
Trustee for Trust Fund Charles Crowell     
        (term ending Dec. 2013)
Chancellor  Edward Sullivan      Note (1)
Note (1).  Correction to the minutes as originally sub-
mitted.
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