
The Florida Society of the

Sons of the American Revolution

Fort Lauderdale Chapter Newsletter

Fort Lauderdale Chapter Organized November 26, 1966

January 2001                                                                                                                                             Volume 34  Number  1

NEXT MEETING - JANUARY  11th

TOWER CLUB !!!

$18.00 INCL. TAX AND TIP

11:30 SOCIAL   12:00 LUNCH

28TH FLOOR  BANK OF AMERICA

1 FINANCIAL TOWER

SE  3RD AVE  &  BROWARD BLVD

FORT LAUDERDALE

FOR RESERVATIONS  CALL:

954-441-8735
Members living in North Broward need to dial the

area code plus the phone number,

or e-mail me at:  joemotes@aol.com

George Dennis receives  a Thank You plaque from

President Mike Evans for Outstanding and Dedicated

Service to the Fort Lauderdale Chapter.

Letter from our Chapter President

Fellow Compatriots,

Thank-you all who were able to attend the Holiday Party at
Pompano Race Track. I believe all there enjoyed great
fellowship and a good time. The food was good and the Track
supplied the entertainment.

Special Thanks to Compatriot Hoffman for inducting the new
officers, and to all our guests. Ladies of the DAR and their
families. It is always a great pleasure in breaking bread with
our DAR family.

Congratulations to Mrs. Richard Jones, I believe the only
cash winner for the night.

We had a total of 30 people in attendance. The fourth race
was dedicated to The Sons of the American Revolution, Ft.
Lauderdale. We had a few of the members go down to the
track and represent our chapter. However by watching the
reaction of the horse after the race, I detected it had some
English heritage and not friendly to our history.

I hope to see all of you at the January meeting. I am looking
forward to seeing all of you soon.

From my family to yours I hope all of you have a great
holiday and best wishes for a New Year to all.

Sincerely,

Mike Evans

Our 2001 Officers during the installation, from left are: Harry

Koepke, George Dennis, Gib Buckbee, Richard Jones, Former

President General Hoffman and Chapter President Mike Evans.
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Fellow-Citizens of the Senate and of the House of

Representatives:

Among the vicissitudes incident to life no event

could have filled me with greater anxieties than that

of which the notification was transmitted by your

order, and received on the 14th day of the present

month. On the one hand, I was summoned by my

country, whose voice I can never hear but with

veneration and love, from a retreat which I had

chosen with the fondest predilection, and, in my

flattering hopes, with an immutable decision, as the

asylum of my declining years-a retreat which was

rendered every day more necessary as well as more

dear to me by the addition of habit to inclination,

and of frequent interruptions in my health to the

gradual waste committed on it by time. On the other

hand, the magnitude and difficulty of the trust to

which the voice of my country called me, being

sufficient to awaken in the wisest and most

experienced of her citizens a distrustful scrutiny

into his qualifications, could not but overwhelm

with despondence one who (inheriting inferior

endowments from nature and unpracticed in the

duties of civil administration) ought to be peculiarly

conscious of his own deficiencies. In this conflict of

emotions all I dare aver is that it has been my

faithful study to collect my duty from a just

appreciation of every circumstance by which it

might be affected. All I dare hope is that if, in

executing this task, I have been too much swayed

by a grateful remembrance of former instances, or

by an affectionate sensibility to this transcendent

proof of the confidence of my fellow-citizens, and

have thence too little consulted my incapacity as

well as disinclination for the weighty and untried

cares before me, my error will be palliated by the

motives which mislead me, and its consequences be

judged by my country with some share of the

partiality in which they originated. Such being the

impressions under which I have, in obedience to the

public summons, repaired to the present station, it

would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first

official act my fervent supplications to that

Almighty Being who rules over the universe,

who presides in the councils of nations, and whose

providential aids can supply every human defect,

that His benediction may consecrate to the liberties

and happiness of the people of the United States a

Government instituted by themselves for these

essential purposes, and may enable every

instrument employed in its administration to

execute with success the functions allotted to his

charge. In tendering this homage to the Great

Author of every public and private good, I assure

myself that it expresses your sentiments not less

than my own, nor those of my fellow-citizens at

large less than either. No people can be bound to

acknowledge and adore the Invisible Hand which

conducts the affairs of men more than those of the

United States. Every step by which they have

advanced to the character of an independent nation

seems to have been distinguished by some token of

providential agency; and in the important revolution

just accomplished in the system of their united

government the tranquil deliberations and voluntary

consent of so many distinct communities from

which the event has resulted can not be compared

with the means by which most governments have

been established without some return of pious

gratitude, along with an humble anticipation of the

future blessings which the past seem to presage.

These reflections, arising out of the present crisis,

have forced themselves too strongly on my mind to

be suppressed. You will join with me, I trust, in

thinking that there are none under the influence of

which the proceedings of a new and free

government can more auspiciously commence.

By the article establishing the executive department

it is made the duty of the President “to recommend

to your consideration such measures as he shall

judge necessary and expedient.” The circumstances

under which I now meet you will acquit me from

entering into that subject further than to refer to the

great constitutional charter under which you are

assembled, and which, in defining your powers,

designates the objects to which your attention is to

be given. It will be more consistent with those

circumstances, and far more congenial with the

feelings which actuate me, to substitute, in place of

a recommendation of particular measures,

George Washington’s

First Inaugural Address

New York City, April 30, 1789
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the tribute that is due to the talents, the rectitude,

and the patriotism which adorn the characters

selected to devise and adopt them. In these

honorable qualifications I behold the surest pledges

that as on one side no local prejudices or

attachments, no separate views nor party

animosities, will misdirect the comprehensive and

equal eye which ought to watch over this great

assemblage of communities and interests, so, on

another, that the foundation of our national policy

will be laid in the pure and immutable principles of

private morality, and the preeminence of free

government be exemplified by all the attributes

which can win the affections of its citizens and

command the respect of the world. I dwell on this

prospect with every satisfaction which an ardent

love for my country can inspire, since there is no

truth more thoroughly established than that there

exists in the economy and course of nature an

indissoluble union between virtue and happiness;

between duty and advantage; between the genuine

maxims of an honest and magnanimous policy and

the solid rewards of public prosperity and felicity;

since we ought to be no less persuaded that the

propitious smiles of Heaven can never be expected

on a nation that disregards the eternal rules of order

and right which Heaven itself has ordained; and

since the preservation of the sacred fire of liberty

and the destiny of the republican model of

government are justly considered, perhaps, as

deeply, as finally, staked on the experiment

entrusted to the hands of the American people.

Besides the ordinary objects submitted to your care,

it will remain with your judgment to decide how far

an exercise of the occasional power delegated by

the fifth article of the Constitution is rendered

expedient at the present juncture by the nature of

objections which have been urged against the

system, or by the degree of inquietude which has

given birth to them. Instead of undertaking

particular recommendations on this subject, in

which I could be guided by no lights derived from

official opportunities, I shall again give way to my

entire confidence in your discernment and pursuit

of the public good; for I assure myself that whilst

you carefully avoid every alteration which might

endanger the benefits of an united and effective

government, or which ought to await the future

lessons of experience, a reverence for the

characteristic rights of freemen and a regard for the

public harmony will sufficiently influence your

deliberations on the question how far the former

can be impregnably fortified or the latter be safely

and advantageously promoted.

To the foregoing observations I have one to add,

which will be most properly addressed to the House

of Representatives. It concerns myself, and will

therefore be as brief as possible. When I was first

honored with a call into the service of my country,

then on the eve of an arduous struggle for its

liberties, the light in which I contemplated my duty

required that I should renounce every pecuniary

compensation. From this resolution I have in no

instance departed; and being still under the

impressions which produced it, I must decline as

inapplicable to myself any share in the personal

emoluments which may be indispensably included

in a permanent provision for the executive

department, and must accordingly pray that the

pecuniary estimates for the station in which I am

placed may during my continuance in it be limited

to such actual expenditures as the public good may

be thought to require.

Having thus imparted to you my sentiments as they

have been awakened by the occasion which brings

us together, I shall take my present leave; but not

without resorting once more to the benign Parent of

the Human Race in humble supplication that, since

He has been pleased to favor the American people

with opportunities for deliberating in perfect

tranquillity, and dispositions for deciding with

unparalleled unanimity on a form of government

for the security of their union and the advancement

of their happiness, so His divine blessing may be

equally conspicuous in the enlarged views, the

temperate consultations, and the wise measures on

which the success of this Government must depend.
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WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL ADDRESS, 1796:

In April 1796, Washington asked Alexander

Hamilton to assist him in preparing this document.

For several months, they corresponded, sending

revisions back and forth to each other. When he

was satisfied with the final copy, Washington gave

it to David Claypoole, owner of the American

Daily Advertiser. On September 19, 1796, it was

published on page two of Claypoole’s journal

under the heading:

“To the PEOPLE of the United States, Friends

and fellow citizens”

Friends and Fellow Citizens: The period for a new

election of a citizen, to administer the executive

government of the United States, being not far

distant, and the time actually arrived, when your

thoughts must be employed in designating the

person who is to be clothed with that important

trust, it appears to me proper, especially as it may

conduce to a more distinct expression of the public

voice, that I should now apprise you of the

resolution I have formed to decline being

considered among the number of those out of

whom a choice is to be made.

I rejoice that the state of your concerns, external as

well as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of

inclination incompatible with the sentiment of duty

or propriety; and am persuaded, whatever partiality

may be retained for my services, that, in the present

circumstances of our country, you will not

disapprove my determination to retire.

The impressions, with which I first undertook the

arduous trust, were explained on the proper

occasion. In the discharge of this trust, I will only

say, that I have, with good intentions, contributed

toward the organization and administration of the

Government, the best exertions of which a very

fallible judgement was capable. Not unconscious,

in the outset, of the inferiority of my qualifications,

experience in my own eyes, perhaps still more in

the eyes of others, has strengthened the motives to

diffidence of myself; and every day the increasing

weight of years admonishes me more and more, that

the shade of retirement is as necessary to me as it

will be welcome. Satisfied that if any circumstances

have given peculiar value to my services, they were

temporary, I have the consolation to believe, that

while choice and prudence invite me to quit the

political scene, patriotism does not forbid it.

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for

your welfare, which cannot end but with my life,

and the apprehension of danger, natural to that

solicitude urge me on an occasion like the present,

to offer to your solemn contemplation, and to

recommend to your frequent review, some

sentiments; which are the result of much reflection,

of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear

to me all important to the permanency of your

felicity as a people. These will be offered to you

with the more freedom, as you can only see in them

the disinterested warnings of a parting friend, who

can possibly have no personal motive as his

counsel.
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Interwoven as is the love of liberty with every

ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of

mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the

attachment.

The unity of government which constitutes you one

people is also now dear to you. It is justly so; for it

is a main pillar in the edifice of your real

independence, the support of your tranquility at

home; your peace abroad; of your safety; of your

prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly

prize. But as it is easy to foresee, that from different

causes and from different quarters, much pains will

be taken, many artifices employed, to weaken in

your minds the conviction of this truth; as this is the

point in your political fortress against which the

batteries of internal and external enemies will be

most constantly and actively (though often covertly

and insidiously) directed, it is of infinite moment,

that you should properly estimate the immense

value of your national Union to your collective and

individual happiness; that you should cherish a

cordial, habitual and immoveable attachment to it;

accustoming yourselves to think and speak of it as

the palladium of your political safety and

prosperity; watching for its preservation with

jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may

suggest even a suspicion that it can in any event be

abandoned, and indignantly frowning upon the first

dawning of every attempt to alienate any portion of

our country from the rest, or to enfeeble the sacred

ties which now link together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of sympathy

and interest. Citizens by birth or choice, of a

common country, that country has a right to

concentrate your affections. The name of

‘American’, which belongs to you, in your national

capacity, must always exalt the just pride of

patriotism, more than any appelation derived from

local discriminations. With slight shades of

difference, you have the same religion, manners,

habits and political principles. You have in a

common cause fought and triumphed together. The

independence and liberty you possess are the work

of joint councils, and joint efforts; of common

dangers, sufferings and successes.

But these considerations, however powerfully they

address themselves to your sensibility, are greatly

outweighed by those which apply more

immediately to your interest. Here every portion of

our country finds the most commanding motives for

carefully guarding and preserving the union of the

whole.

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the

South, protected by the equal laws of a common

Government, finds in the production of the latter,

great additional resources of maritime and

commercial enterprise and precious materials of

manufacturing industry. The South in the same

intercourse, benefitting by the agency of the North,

sees its agriculture grow and its commerce expand.

Turning partly into its own channels the seamen of

the North, it finds its particular navigation

envigorated; and while it contributes, in different

ways, to nourish and increase the general mass of

the national navigation, it looks forward to the

protection of a maritime strength, to which itself is

unequally adapted. The East, in a like intercourse

with the West, already finds, and in the progressive

improvement of interior communications, by land

and water, will more and more find a valuable vent

for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or

manufactures at home. The West derives from the

East supplies requisite to its growth and comfort,

and what is perhaps of still greater consequence, it

must of necessity owe the secure enjoyment of

indispensable outlets for its own productions to the

weight, influence, and the future maritime strength

of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed by an

indissoluble community of interest as one nation.

Any other tenure by which the West can hold this

essential advantage, whether derived from its own

separate strength, or from an apostate and unnatural

connection with any foreign power, must be

intrinsically precarious.
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While then every part of our country thus feels an

immediate and particular interest in union, all the

parts combined cannot fail to find in the united

mass of means and efforts greater strength, greater

resource, proportionably greater security from

external danger, a less frequent interruption of their

peace by foreign nations; and, what is of

inestimable value, they must derive from union an

exemption from those broils and wars between

themselves, which so frequently afflict neighboring

countries, not tied together by the same

government; which their own rivalships alone

would be sufficient to produce, but which opposite

foreign alliances, attachments and intrigues would

stimulate and imbitter. Hence, likewise, they will

avoid the necessity of those overgrown military

establishments which, under any form of

government, are inauspicious to liberty and which

are to be regarded as particularly hostile to

republican liberty. In this sense it is that your union

ought to be considered as a main prop of your

liberty, and that the love of the one ought to endear

you to the preservation of the other.

Is there a doubt whether a common government can

embrace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it.

To listen to mere speculation in such a case were

criminal. It is well worth a fair and full experiment.

With such powerful and obvious motives to union

affecting all parts of our country, while experience

shall not have demonstrated its impracticability,

there will always be reason to distrust the

patriotism of those who in any quarter may

endeavor to weaken its bands.

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our

union, it occurs as a matter of serious concern, that

any ground should have been furnished for

characterizing parties by geographical

discriminations: Northern and Southern; Atlantic

and Western; whence designing men may endeavor

to excite a belief that there is a real difference of

local interests and views. One of the expedients of

party to acquire influence, within particular

districts, is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of

other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too

much against the jealousies and heart burnings

which spring from these misrepresentations; they

tend to render alien to each other those who ought

to be bound together by fraternal affection.

To the efficacy and permanency of your union, a

Government for the whole is indispensable. No

alliances however strict between the parts can be an

adequate substitute. They must inevitably

experience the infractions and interruptions which

all alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible

of this momentous truth, you have improved upon

your first essay, by the adoption of a Constitution of

Government, better calculated than your former for

an intimate union, and for the efficacious

management of your common concerns. This

Government, the offspring of your own choice

uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon full

investigation and mature deliberation, completely

free in its principles, in the distribution of its

powers, uniting security with energy, and

containing within itself a provision for its own

amendment, has a just claim to your confidence and

your support. Respect for its authority, compliance

with its laws, acquiescence in its measures, are

duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true

liberty. The basis of our political systems is the right

of the people to make and to alter their constitutions

of government. But the constitution which at any

time exists till changed by an explicit and authentic

act of the whole people is sacredly obligatory upon

all. The very idea of the power and the right of the

people to establish government presupposes the

duty of every individual to obey the established

government.

Toward the preservation of your government and

the permanency of your present happy state, it is

requisite not only that you steadily discountenance

irregular oppositions to its acknowledged authority,

but also that you resist with care the spirit of

innovation upon its principles, however specious

the pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect

in the forms of the Constitution alterations which

will impair the energy of the system, and thus to

undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In

all the changes to which you may be invited

remember that time and habit are at least as

necessary to fix the true character of governments

as of other human institutions; that experience is the

surest standard by which to test the real tendency of

the existing constitution of a country; that facility in

changes upon the crdit of mere hypothesis and
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opinion exposes to perpetual change, from the

endless variety of hypothesis and opinion; and

remember especially that for the efficient

management of your common interests in a country

so extensive as ours a government of as much vigor

as is consistent with the perfect security of liberty is

indispensable. Liberty itself will find in such a

government, with powers properly distributed and

adjusted, its surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else

than a name where the government is too feeble to

withstand the enterprises of faction, to confine each

member of the society within the limits prescribed

by the laws, and to maintain all in the secure and

tranquil enjoyment of the rights of person and

property.

I have already intimated to you the danger of parties

in the State, with particular reference to the

founding of them on geographical discriminations.

Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and

warn you in the most solemn manner against the

baneful effects of the spirit of party generally.

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our

nature, having its root in the strongest passions of

the human mind. It exists under different shapes in

all governments, more or less stifled, controlled, or

repressed; but in those of the popular form it is seen

in its greatest rankness and is truly their worst

enemy.

It serves always to distract the public councils and

enfeeble the public administration. It agitates the

community with ill founded jealousies and false

alarms; kindles the animosity of one part against

another; foments occasionally riot and insurrection.

It opens the door to foreign influence and

corruption, which find a facilitated access to the

government itself through the channels of party

passion. Thus the policy and the will of one country

are subjected to the policy and will of another.

There is an opinion that parties in free countries are

useful checks upon the administration of

government, and serve to keep alive the spirit of

liberty. This within certain limits is probably true;

and in governments of a monarchial cast patriotism

may look with indulgence, if not with favor, upon

the spirit of party. But in those of the popular

character, in governments purely elective, it is a

spirit not to be encouraged. From their natural

tendency it is certain there will always be enough of

that spirit for every salutary purpose; and there

being constant danger of excess, the effort ought to

be by force of public opinion to mitigate and

assuage it. A fire not to be quenched, it demands a

uniform vigilance to prevent its bursting into a

flame, lest, instead of warming, it should consume.

It is important, likewise, that the habits of thinking

in a free country should inspire caution in those

intrusted with its administration to confine

themselves within their respective constitutional

spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the powers of

one department to encroach upon another. The

spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the

powers of all the departments in one, and thus to

create, whatever the form of government, a real

despotism.

If in the opinion of the people the distribution or

modification of the constitutional powers be in any

particular wrong, let it be corrected by an

amendment in the way which the Constitution

designates. But let there be no change by

usurpation; for though this in one instance may be

the instrument of good, it is the customary weapon

by which free governments are destroyed. The

precedent must always greatly overbalance in

permanent evil any partial or transient benefit

which the use can at any time yield.

Part 2 of 3 to be continued with our February issue.
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Interesting Facts

Below is a list of the last veterans, widows and dependents

to pass away for each of American’s wars.

American Revolution

Last veteran, Daniel F. Bakeman, died 4/5/1869, age 109

Last widow, Catherine S. Damon, died 11/11/06, age 92

Last dependent, Phoebe M. Palmeter, died 4/25/11, age 90

War of 1812 (1812-1815)

Last veteran, Hiram Cronk, died 5/13/05, age 105

Last widow, Carolina King, died 6/28/36, age unknown

Last dependent, Esther A.H. Morgan, died 3/12/46, age 89

Indian Wars (c. 1817-1898)

Last veteran, Fredrak Fraske, died 6/18/73, age 101

Mexican War (1846-1848)

Last veteran, Owen Thomas Edgar, died 9/3/29, age 98

Last widow, Lena James Theobald, died 6/20/63, age 89

Last dependent, Jesse G. Bivens, died 11/1/62, age 94

Civil War (1861-1865)

Last Union veteran, Albert Woolson, died 8/2/56, age 109

Last Confederate veteran, John Salling, died 3/16/58, age

112

Spanish-American War (1898-1902)

Last veteran, Nathan E. Cook, died 9/10/92, age 106

Mr & Mrs Kopp and Harry Koepke.

Betty & Ed Sullivan and Susan Young.

Lisa Evans and Mrs & Mrs Steve Blackburn

Stephen Shiner, Oscar & Retha Krahenbuehl and Stuart

Browne


