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Battles of the American Revolution
The Battle of Bennington
Continued from last issue

I hope you had a wonderful holiday season as we all look
forward to a happy and health new year.
Our January 16th meeting at the Colony West Country Club
will include the induction of Chapter officers for 2016.
Our President for the year will be Allen Manning. If you have
any ideas or contacts for future programs or an outing that you
think the membership would enjoy please contact Allen.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 16th - Colony West Country Club
February 20th - Colony West Country Club
March 19th Colony West Country Club
Fraternally,
William W. Zimmer
954-783-0887 email: wwz2620@gmail.com

Fellow Compatriots,
I want to thank you for electing me as your chapter president.
I hope I will do as good as a job as our past president.
Not long ago I sent a letter to the Broward County Sheriff’s
Office introducing the FT. Lauderdale SAR stating our desire
to support local Police, Fire Rescue and DOD through recognizing officers of their choosing for the Law Enforcement
Commendation Medal with a Certificate. I hope to receive a
response this month and looking forward in supporting this
new program.
I would like to have many awards presentations or speakers
at every meeting presenting interesting topics on a variety of
subjects. I welcome everyone’s input and suggestions.
Thank you and I look forward to seeing everyone later this
month.
Allen Manning
Ft Lauderdale Chapter President

Baum was originally ordered to proceed to the Connecticut
River valley where they believed horses could be procured
for the dragoons. However, as Baum was preparing to leave,
Burgoyne verbally changed the goal to be a supply depot at
Bennington, which was believed to be guarded by the remnants of Warner's brigade, about 400 colonial militia.
American forces
Unknown to Burgoyne, the citizens of the New Hampshire
Grants territory (which was then disputed between New York
and the Vermont Republic) had appealed to the states of New
Hampshire and Massachusetts for protection from the invading army following the British capture of Ticonderoga. New
Hampshire responded on July 18 by authorizing John Stark to
raise a militia for the defense of the people "or the annoyance
of the enemy". Using funds provided by John Langdon, Stark
raised 1,500 New Hampshire militiamen in the space of six
days, more than ten percent of New Hampshire's male population over the age of sixteen. They were first marched to the
Fort at Number 4 (modern Charlestown, New Hampshire),
then crossed the river border into the Grants and stopped at
Manchester, where Stark conferred with Warner. While in
Manchester, General Benjamin Lincoln, whose promotion in
preference to Stark had been the cause for Stark's resignation
from the Continental Army, attempted to assert Army authority over Stark and his men. Stark refused, stating that he was
solely responsible to the New Hampshire authorities. Stark
then went on to Bennington with Warner as a guide, while
Warner's men remained in Manchester. Lincoln returned to
the American camp at Stillwater, where he and General Philip

NEXT MEETING - JAN 16, 2016

Colony West Golf Club
6800 NW 88th Ave , Tamarac, FL 33321
Future Dates:
Saturday, 02/20/16
Saturday, 03/19/16
Saturday, 04/16/16
Saturday, 05/21/16
Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-559-3202
or e-mail Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com
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Schuyler hatched a plan for Lincoln, with 500 men, to join with
Stark and Warner in actions to harass Burgoyne's communications and supply lines at Skenesboro. Baum's movements significantly altered these plans.
Prelude
Baum's Germans left Burgoyne's camp at Fort Edward on
August 9 and marched to Fort Miller, where they waited until
they were joined by the Indians and a company of British
marksmen that also joined the expedition. The company
marched off toward Bennington on August 11. In minor skirmishes along the way they learned from prisoners taken that a
sizable force was in place at Bennington. On August 14 Baum's
men encountered a detachment of Stark's men that had been
sent out to investigate reports of Indians in the area. Stark's
men retreated, destroying a bridge to delay Baum's advance.
Stark, on receiving word of the approaching force, sent a
request to Manchester for support, and then moved his troops
out of Bennington toward Baum's force, setting up a defensive
line. Baum sent a message to Burgoyne following the first
contact indicating that the American force was larger than
expected, but that it was likely to retreat before him. He then
advanced a few miles further until he neared Stark's position.
He then realized that at least part of his first message was
incorrect, so he sent a second message to Burgoyne, requesting
reinforcements.
It rained for the next day and a half, preventing battle. During
this time, Baum's men constructed a small redoubt at the crest
of the hill and hoped that the weather would prevent the
Americans from attacking before reinforcements arrived. Stark
sent out skirmishers to probe the German lines, who managed
to kill thirty Indians in spite of the difficulties of keeping their
gunpowder dry. Reinforcements for both sides marched out on
the 15th; travel was quite difficult due to the heavy rains.
Burgoyne sent 550 men under Heinrich von Breymann, while
Warner's company of about 350 Green Mountain Boys came
south from Manchester under Lieutenant Samuel Safford's
command.
Late on the night of August 15, Stark was awakened by the
arrival of Parson Thomas Allen and a band of Massachusetts
militiamen, who insisted on joining his force. In response to the
minister's fiery threat that his men would never come out again
if they were not allowed to participate, Stark is reported to have
said, "Would you go now on this dark and rainy night? Go back
to your people and tell them to get some rest if they can, and if
the Lord gives us sunshine to-morrow and I do not give you
fighting enough, I will never call on you to come again."
Stark's forces again swelled the next day with the arrival of
some Stockbridge Indians, bringing his force (excluding Warner's men) to nearly 2,000 men.
Stark was not the only beneficiary of unexpected reinforcements. Baum's force grew by almost 100 when a group of local
Loyalists arrived in his camp on the morning of August 16.
Battle
On the afternoon of August 16, the weather cleared, and Stark
ordered his men to be ready to attack. Stark is reputed to have
rallied his troops by saying, "There are your enemies, the Red
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Coats and the Tories. They are ours, or this night Molly Stark
sleeps a widow."
Upon hearing that the militia had melted away into the
woods, Baum assumed that the Americans were retreating or
redeploying. However, Stark had decided to capitalize on
weaknesses in the German's widely distributed position, and
had sent sizable flanking parties to either side of his lines.
These movements were assisted by a ruse employed by
Stark's men that enabled them to safely get closer without
alarming the opposing forces. The Germans, most of whom
spoke no English, had been told that soldiers with bits of
white paper in their hat were Loyalists, and should not be
fired on; Stark's men had also heard this, and many of them
had suitably adorned their hats.
The Bennington flag was long incorrectly believed to have
flown during the battle. When the fighting broke out around
3 pm the German position was immediately surrounded by
gunfire, which Stark described as "the hottest engagement I
have ever witnessed, resembling a continual clap of thunder." The Loyalists and Indian positions were overrun, causing many of them to flee or surrender. This left Baum and his
Brunswick dragoons trapped alone on the high ground. The
Germans fought valiantly even after running low on powder
and the destruction of their ammunition wagon. In desperation the dragoons led a sabre charge in an attempt to break
through the enveloping forces. Baum was mortally wounded
in this final charge, and the remaining Germans surrendered.
After the battle ended, while Stark's militiamen were busy
disarming the prisoners and looting their supplies, Breymann
arrived with his reinforcements. Seeing the Americans in
disarray, they immediately pressed their attack. After hastily
regrouping, Stark's forces tried to hold their ground against
the new German onslaught, but began to fall back. Before
their lines collapsed, Warner's men arrived on the scene to
reinforce Stark's troops. Pitched battle continued until dark,
when both sides disengaged. Breymann began a hasty retreat; he had lost one quarter of his force and all of his
artillery pieces.
Aftermath
Total German and British losses at Bennington were recorded at 207 dead and 700 captured; American losses included
30 Americans dead and 40 wounded. The battle was at times
particularly brutal when Loyalists met Patriots, as in some
cases they came from the same communities. The prisoners,
who were first kept in Bennington, were eventually marched
to Boston.
Burgoyne's army was readying to cross the Hudson at Fort
Edward on August 17 when the first word of the battle
arrived. Believing that reinforcements might be necessary,
Burgoyne marched the army toward Bennington until further
word arrived that Breymann and the remnants of his force
were returning. Stragglers continued to arrive throughout the
day and night, while word of the disaster spread within the
camp.
The effect on Burgoyne's campaign was significant. Not
only had he lost nearly 1,000 men, of which half were
regulars, but he also lost the crucial Indian support. In a
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council following the battle many of the Indians, who had
traveled with him from Quebec, decided to go home. This loss
severely hampered Burgoyne's reconnaissance efforts in the
days to come. The failure to bring in nearby supplies meant
that he had to rely on supply lines that were already dangerously long, and that he eventually broke in September. The shortage of supplies was a significant factor in his decision to
surrender at Saratoga, following which France entered the war.
American Patriots reacted to news of the battle with optimism.
Especially after Burgoyne's Indian screen left him, small
groups of local Patriots began to emerge to harass the fringes
of British positions. Interestingly, a significant portion of
Stark's force returned home, and did not again become influential in the campaign until appearing at Saratoga on October 13
to complete the encirclement of Burgoyne's army.
John Stark's reward from the New Hampshire General Assembly for "the Memorable Battle of Bennington" was "a compleat
suit of Clothes becoming his Rank". A reward that Stark likely
valued the highest was a message of thanks from John Hancock, president of the Continental Congress, which included a
commission as "brigadier in the army of the United States".

Battles of the American Revolution
The Battle of Monmouth
Overview:
In May of 1778, The British commander, General Clinton in
Philadelphia, faced with a war with France decided it was
prudent to protect New York City and Florida. He sent 3000
troops to protect Florida by sea. Then On June 18, the British
began to evacuate Philadelphia, crossing New Jersey to go to
New York City. They have 11,000 troops, a thousand loyalists
and a baggage train 12 miles long.
Now it is the Americans turn to harass the British, and they do
in small ways, burning bridges, muddying wells, cutting trees
across roads, and snapping at their heels. The British advance
only 40 miles in a week. The weather is warm and wet, and
traveling is hard muddy work. The Hessians suffer most as
they carry heavy packs, and many fall from the heat, others
desert.
General Lee advises to await developments-he doesn't want to
commit the army against the famous ability of the British
regulars. He has more experience than Washington, and has
influence on all the officers, and Washington has a tendency to
defer to him, against his own judgment. In a war council a
majority of officers vote not to engage the enemy in an all out
assault. The Americans, though now trained and better
equipped, and had almost the same number of troops, they
could not afford to lose a major engagement.
In spite of Lee, Washington determines that the British were
vulnerable to attack as they were spread out across the state
with their baggage trains, and moved from Valley Forge into
NJ in pursuit.
On the 23rd and 24th, the army encamps on the farm of John
Hart, in Hopewell, and Washington calls a council of war at the
home of John Hunt. Incredibly, most of the officers vote not to
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attack the British while they are vulnerable. Washington
decides to compromise, and have an advance corp engage
the enemy. Now military etiquette comes into play.
General Lee, who is senior should be offered the job. He
doesn't want it and he doesn't support an attack- he doesn't
think Americans can stand against British regulars. Washington offers it to Lafayette. Already he has the NJ militia
and Morgan's riflemen on Clinton's flank, and orders Lafayette with Generals Scott and Maxwell to move near the
British.
Lee changes his mind- a mission of this size should be his to
command. Washington allows him to take over command of
the advance corp. He adds to the advance corps the brigades
of Wayne and Poor, for a total of 6000 men, for an attack on
the rear of the British column. Washington will support him
with the main army.
On the 27th Lee is next to the British. Washington orders
Lee to attack the next day, and Washington will support him
with the main army. Lee does nothing to prepare for it. He
tells his generals he will have to make plans as he encounters
the enemy and learns their situation. He issues no orders to
General Dickinson, with the NJ militia, or Col. Morgan,
with the rifle regiment, which units are on the flanks of the
British column. He does not gather information or look at
maps.
Synopsis:
On June 28, General Dickinson, commanding the NJ militia,
reports he is engaged with the British and they seem to be
falling back. Lee moves forward slowly. He has failed to
gather data on the ground or the position of the enemy, and
now he hears conflicting reports that the British are moving
out and that they are preparing an attack, and is annoyed of
the lack of intelligence about the enemy-which he has failed
to order gathered. The British were both falling back- moving their baggage- and preparing an attack with the rearguard, but Lee couldn't get reports that clearly stated this.
Lee finally gets a picture of the enemy placements in his
head and orders units to move to their left and right, to cut
off the rear guard of the enemy and capture them. Units
march out to the flanks, but then receive no orders. Wayne,
in the center, is told to feint an attack. Lee wants hold the
rear guard while he encircles them, but his generals don't
know the plan.
General Clinton believes the American army wants to capture and plunder his baggage train, and in response to the
flanking units, decides to attack where he thinks the main
column is, actually the right flank of the American line, to
force the flank units in to support. He sends more men to
reinforce the rear guard and make the attack.
The movement of the British disrupts Lee's plan to isolate
and destroy the rear guard, and threatens the right flank. Lee
sends Lafayette towards the right to support it. As they do,
the British open on the Americans with cannon. Lee sends
some of his men into the village of Monmouth to avoid the
fire.
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On the left, the flank units see what seems to be a retreat in
the center as Lee's men take cover, and at the same time
Oswald's artillery unit in the area moves to the rear when they
run out of ammunition. The flank units on the left move back,
since they have no orders. They fail to inform Lee of their
movements or send word for orders, all though they do ask
some of his aides if they have orders for them.
Seeing his left fall back, Lee orders the right to also withdraw
as well, and a sometimes confused retreat begins. The entire
advance corp is now falling back. Lee makes no orders, has
no rear guard, no one understands why they retreat. Lafayette
sends for Washington to come forward. Lee thinks he is
saving the advance corp by moving out of harms way.
Washington sends to Lee for a report, and Lee sends back that
he is "doing well enough." Not in anyway satisfied, Washington moves forward, to find the roads crowded with retreating
troops. He dispatches aides to find the cause, but they can not
see a reason for the retreat. The troops report they were
ordered to retreat by Lee. Riding down the road, he finds Lee.
Continued next issue

A tribute to members of the military dating back more than 20
years, is taking hold in Tucson.
A local group is working to honor service members who made
the ultimate sacrifice by placing a wreath at veterans’ graves.
Tens of thousands of veterans are buried in Southern Arizona
and Wreaths Across America is an effort to thank them during
the holiday season.
It takes a lot of planning and fundraising to lay a wreath on
every single veteran's grave, so the Gold Star Mothers have to
start early.
Marsha Moon became involved with this group when her son
20-year-old Army Specialist Christopher Moon was killed in
action in 2010.
"During any holiday it's difficult, but especially Christmas,”
said Marsha. “As Gold Star Mothers, we look for ways to keep
our veterans legacies and memory alive and continue that
honor."
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If you want to show your support for our service men and
women, you can sponsor a wreath than will be placed on a
grave. For more information call Paula Behrman at 520-8856741
or
visit:
give.wreathsacrossamerica.org/site/TR/NationalWreaths
AcrossAmericaDay/

South Florida National Cemetery in Lake Worth
December 13th, 2015

