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NEXT MEETING - JANUARY 20, 2018
Colony West Golf Club

6800 NW 88th Ave , Tamarac, FL 33321

Future Dates:

Saturday,  02/17/18
Saturday,  03/17/18
Saturday,  04/21/18
Saturday,  05/19/18

Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-559-3202
or e-mail  Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com

Dear Compatriots,

Happy New Year!

Election of Officers for 2018 was held during the
November meeting with the following members being
chosen.

President:                             David Lott
Vice President:                     VACANT
Secretary:                            John Dye
Registrar/Genealogist:          VACANT
Treasurer/Editor/
Historian/SGT-AT-ARMS:    Joe Motes
Chaplain:                             David Kramer

These Officers will be inducted during the January
20th meeting.

This month's Guest Speaker will be David
Francis. He is a History Teacher at American Prepa-
ratory Academy.
The 128th Congress will be held in Houston, Texas
July 12-19, 2018 at the Houston Westin, Memorial
City.  Hotel Registration is open now.  Two types of
rooms are available at this time.  You can get a room
with a king bed or two doubles.   Cost is $159 per
night plus tax.  You have tow ways to make reserva-
tions:   By Phone:   Call 1-800-937-8461.   When
making the reservation please tell them you are
registering at the Westin Memorial City, Houston for
the NSSAR or National Society Of The American
Revolution group rate or On Line:  Please use the url
to access the site for on line registration:  You may
have to copy and    paste this to your
browser. https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/boo
k/NSSAR2018.     If you have difficulty with the
registration please contact Paul Callanan
at LTCMRS@AOL.COM  or 906-273-2424 for assis-
tance.

November's Meeting we gave out Years Of Service
Pins for those members who served at least 5 years
or more.

It has been my pleasure to serve as the SAR Fort
Lauderdale Chapter President for 2016 & 2017.

We have had many  good Guest Speakers at our
Meetings these past two years such as Current and

President’s Message Retired Veterans, Eagle Scout, CAP, Circuit Court
Judge, Former Florida House & Senate (3 terms),
CAR, Author, and Strange True Tours Fort Lauder-
dale * New Orleans.
Our Chapter has presented numerous JROTC Medals
to deserving High School Students; Good Citizenship
Medals and Certificates to CAP, Young Marines and
the U.S. Naval Sea Cadets and Eagle Scout Award.

Our Chapter supported one person American Le-
gion's Boys State in Tallahassee cost $350.00

Our Chapter  also  spear headed a new program  to
support and recognize those who serve our
communities  for their exceptional service of their
choosing for the Department of Law Enforcement,
Fire Rescue and Department of Detention.  They are
given the SAR Law Enforcement Commendation Med-
al w/Certificate or the Fire Rescue Medal
w/Certificate.

I want to give special thanks to Joe Motes and James
Lohmeyer for their assistance and support during
these past two years.

For 2018 there were 14 members who failed to renew
their membership.

I hope to see you all there and guest are always
welcome.

Fraternally,

Allen Manning
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At our November meeting our guests speakers were Broward Sheriff Captain Tim Langilier who
received the Law Enforcement Award and Civil Air Patrol Cadet Michael Lambert and Adult
Leader Christina Lambert, they spoke about the C.A.P. is all about. Also, long time member, Past
President Robert Dooley was presented his 45 year service pin.

Broward V.A. Clinic celebrated Veterans Day
early with 1000 wings and two lovely girls,
which are paid for with the donations by the
following organizations (American Legion Post
385, D.A.V., Marine Corps League, and Sons of
the American Revolution).
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SIGNER OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

William Hooper was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on June
17, 1742. He was named after his father, a minister born in
Ednam, Scotland in 1702. Mr. Hooper, the elder, graduated
from the University of Edinburgh and in 1734 emigrated to
America where he settled in Boston. He married Mary Dennie,
the daughter of Mr. John Dennie, a local merchant, and was
appointed pastor of West Congregational Church in Boston
where he pastored from May 18, 1737, until 1740. At this time,
Mr. Hooper, the elder, became an Episcopalian and returned to
London where he studied and was ordained in the Episcopal
Church. He returned and was appointed the second rector of
Trinity Church in Boston, where he served until his death in
1764. He published several sermons, including one with the
title "The Apostles, Neither Imposters Nor Enthusiasts" in
1742.

William Hooper goes to North Carolina

William studied under James Otis until 1764. Once he had
qualified for the bar, he moved to Wilmington, North Carolina
for greater opportunity, and established a highly successful law
practice in 1764. William's health was already poor at this time
and his father urged him to return to Boston, but William
declined. Later that year, William's father died and left to him
all of his books and manuscripts. William decided to stay in
North Carolina where he became the circuit court lawyer for
Cape Fear, traveling hundreds of miles on his circuit. William
endeared himself to his Cape Fear neighbors and he was
unanimously elected Recorder for the borough in 1766.

William fixed his residence permanently in Wilmington and
married Miss Anne Clark of Wilmington, who was the daugh-
ter of the late sheriff of New Hanover County, on August 7,
1767. Anne was also the sister of Thomas Clark, Jr. who
eventually became a Brigadier General in the Continental
Army during the Revolutionary War. William and Anne had
three children who survived, William, born in 1768, Elizabeth,
born in 1770 and Thomas, born in 1772. They also had three
children who died in infancy. The Clark family's wealth helped
William and Anne get through the precarious years of the
Revolutionary War.

William Hooper was a supporter of the British Crown at this
time. He received his first government appointment as Deputy
Attorney for the Salisbury district in 1769, from Royal Gover-
nor William Tryon. In 1770, Hooper was appointed Attorney
General of North Carolina under the British Crown. While he
was serving as Attorney General, a local rebellion took place
against the government. As Attorney General, Mr. Hooper
recommended that the provincial militia be called out against
the rebels, who were called "The Regulators." The Regulators
were a group of Piedmont farmers who were upset with heavy
taxation and government corruption. They were especially
angry about taxation to build a new lavish governor's mansion
for Governor Tryon. The conflict was so fierce that Hooper
was dragged through the streets of Hillsboro during a riot and
his home was burned down. Eventually some 2,000 rebels
fought with the governor's royal troops at the Battle of

Alamance  in 1771. William Hooper accompanied Gover-
nor Tryon's troops in this battle which helped squash the
Regulators' rebellion. The Battle of Alamance is often re-
ferred to as the first battle of the Revolutionary War. These
events may have taken a part in leading Hooper to switch
from being a British Loyalist to an American revolutionist.

Mr. Hooper began to change his allegiance and slowly
supported the colonists views toward Great Britain, but he
was not quickly received by other North Carolina patriots
because of his previous support for the British government.
Eventually, he was elected to the North Carolina General
Assembly in 1773 as a representative from Campbellton
(later called Fayetteville) where he was appointed to the
Committee of Correspondence and Inquiry. William Hoop-
er's eldest son, also named William, also served in the
colonial legislature at this time, as a representative from
Wilmington. He served in this position from 1773-1775. In
1773, William Hooper, senior, also purchased land on
Masonboro Sound, eight miles south of Wilmington. He
built his lavish beachfront home, called Finian, in 1774.

During this time, the laws establishing the existing North
Carolina courts were about to expire. The colonial legisla-
ture had to pass a new bill empowering new courts soon or
North Carolina's court system would come to a halt. As part
of the new bill, the legislature included a provision empow-
ering the courts to confiscate the property of foreign debtors,
including British debtors. This bill was vetoed by Governor
Tryon and the British government authored a tyrannical bill
that exempted foreigners from any such confiscation. The
laws establishing the existing courts were due to expire and
new ones had to be passed. The laws finally expired and the
court system ground to a halt. The Governor's actions and
the legislature's uproar over his actions caused North Caro-
lina to be without any functioning courts for more than a
year. Mr. Hooper increased his credibility in the eyes of
North Carolina patriots during this time by leading the
opposition against the Governor and his bill. This circum-
stance was very difficult on Mr. Hooper's personal finances
since he was a lawyer, but he led the opposition anyway on
grounds of principle. He published a series of successful
essays under the signature "Hampden," now lost, challeng-
ing the bill and was even disbarred from practicing the law
for challenging the government so strenuously. Mr. Hooper
remained in the North Carolina Colonial Legislature from
1773-76.

In 1774, Mr. Hooper was the first member of the colonial
legislature to move to form a new government for the state
of North Carolina. He wrote a famous letter at this time to
his friend James Iredell, who was later appointed by George
Washington to become one of the justices of the first Su-
preme Court. This letter earned William Hooper the nick-
name "Prophet of Independence," because it is the first
known prediction that America would break away totally
from Great Britain. In the letter, Hooper said to his friend:

"The Colonies are striding fast to independence, and ere
long will build an empire upon the ruins of Great Britain;
will adopt its Constitution, purged of its impurities, and from
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the Continental Congress. Hooper served in this position until
the committee was disbanded in 1776.

Mr. Hooper was re-elected to Congress in 1775. He left North
Carolina for Philadelphia aboard the schooner Polly on April
26, 1775. He took his seat in the Second Continental Congress
at Philadelphia on May 10, 1775. During this session of Con-
gress, Mr. Hooper was named chairman of a committee to
draft an address to the people of Jamaica, which he himself
wrote. Jamaica, as well as other British Caribbean colonies,
was very concerned with the American embargo on British
goods. In this address, Hooper attempted to explain the Amer-
icans' position, appealing to the Jamaicans' sense of freedom
and liberty. William Hooper  also chaired a committee that
prepared a resolution to encourage people all over the colonies
to participate in a day of fasting and prayer for their cause. In
January 1776, Mr. Hooper was appointed with  Benjamin
Franklin and Robert Livingston to report on the proper method
of honoring General Richard Montgomery who had just been
killed in Quebec. Their recommendation was to erect a monu-
ment to his memory, which was done by Congress in New
York City.

The monument was created during the war, but it sat in a
warehouse until the war was over! It was the first official
monument created by Congress.
Fellow North Carolina delegate Joseph Hewes was elected
head of the Marine committee in Congress. This committee's
duty was to build the Continental Army's navy. William
Hooper served on the Marine committee's powerful commit-
tee of secret intelligence, along with Benjamin Franklin. The
committee of secret intelligence had broad authority to hire
spies overseas, sign agreements and even to hide sensitive
information from the Congress itself.

During the war, William Hooper's two brothers, Thomas and
George, were successful merchants in Wilmington, North
Carolina and Charleston, South Carolina. Thomas became
suspected of helping the British cause and both brothers were
accused of being Loyalists and some of their goods were
confiscated. They were not completely free from legal trouble
until the Definitive Treaty of 1786-87 was singed that assured
former Loyalists they would not be banished or have all their
property confiscated.

William Hooper signs the Declaration of Independence

North Carolina was the first state to instruct its members to
vote for independence, as long as the other colonies made the
first move. On April 12, 1776, the North Carolina Provincial
Assembly passed the Halifax Resolves, which the three North
Carolina delegates carried with them to Philadelphia.

Continued next month

an experience of its defects, will guard against those evils
which have wasted its vigor."

William Hooper elected to Congress
On August 25, 1774, along with John Penn and Joseph
Hewes, William Hooper was elected by North Carolina's
Provincial Legislature to attend the Continental Congress in
Philadelphia. None of the three were North Carolina natives.
Hooper and Joseph Hewes traveled together over 450 miles
on horseback and arrived in Philadelphia on September 12,
1774, where he took his seat in Congress the next day. In the
first Continental Congress, Mr. Hooper served on various
committees, the two most important being one that drew up a
statement of colonial rights and the other being one that
reported on the statutes affecting trade and manufacturing.
Hooper took such a prominent role in Congress that future
President and fellow member of Congress,  John Adams,
called William Hooper, along with Patrick Henry and Rich-
ard Henry Lee, the "Orators of Congress," though Hooper was
only 32 years old and one of the youngest members of Con-
gress. This epitaph appears on William Hooper's grave.

After returning from Congress, William Hooper was elected
one of eight Wilmington citizens to a group called the Wilm-
ington Committee of Safety. Committees of Safety were
being established all over the colonies. Their job was to carry
out the resolutions passed by the local rebel legislatures and
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