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NEXT MEETING - MARCH 18, 2017
Colony West Golf Club

6800 NW 88th Ave , Tamarac, FL 33321

Future Dates:

Saturday , 03/18/17
Saturday , 04/15/17
Saturday , 05/20/17

Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-559-3202
or e-mail  Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com

My Fellow Compatriots,

Last months meeting we had a great turn out.   We
awarded the SAR Fire Rescue Commendation Award to
Captain David Erdman and our guest speaker was Staff
Sergeant Taedron J. Lopez.  Capt. Erdman also spoke at
the meeting and mentioned if we like he can bring his
team for a presentation.  If your interested please let me
know.

We have guest speaker Miguel Angel Hernandez lined
up for March so be sure to attend.  Miguel Hernandez is
an Eagle Scout for over a year.   He is a Master Chief
Commander for JROTC in MAST Academy High
School.   He's Captain of both Water Polo and Swim
Team.   He    has over 1300 community service hours,
and is currently conducting an internship with the U.S.
Coast Guard in Miami Beach.

CAR members will also be attending this months meet-
ing.

If  you have been a member of SAR for at least 5 years
or more please contact Joe Motes and let him know so
he can order you the Years of Service Pin W/Certificate.

Lastly, I welcome your suggestions and comments to
improve our chapter.

Fraternally,
Allen Manning

Ft. Lauderdale Chapter Sons of the American Revolu-
tion meeting called to order by President Allan Man-
ning. Chaplin David Kramer gave the invocation.
Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America and
Pledge to S.A.R. was repeated by all.
Attendance:
Mr. Lee Popham SE Florida Regional Vice President,
S/Sgt. Taedron  J. Lopez, BSO Captain David Erdman,
Mrs. Erdman, President Allan Manning, Mrs. Manning
and daughter Michelle, Mr. Philippo d`Ayral and sons

President’s Message February Minutes
Peter & Jean, Mr. Thomas Smith (new applicant), Bill
Bolinger (SAR Ohio), Bill Zimmer, Jeff Grenne, David
Kramer Mr. and Mrs. David Lott and Jim Lohmeyer
Meeting:
President Manning reported next meeting should have
the CAR ( Children of the American Revolution)  and an
Eagle Scout presenting the program.
Ted Duay stated $335, transferred to CD account.
Joe Motes stated bank acct $2399,72.
Jim Lohmeyer (VAVS) thanks David Kramer and David
Lott  for books for VA. Keep them coming.
Speakers and Presentations:
S/Sgt Taedon J. Lopez was born in Belize. He moved to
the United States in 2005. He has served in many ways.
He`s a trained nurse, he has seen overseas action, with
many ribbon attesting to this. For the last four years he
has been a recruiter, he is eying to be a pilot. I`m sure he
would be a great one considering his past performances.
BSO Captain David Erdman received certificate of ap-
preciation for his outstanding work in training law en-
forcement officers about Synthetic Drug Epidemic.
Meeting closed by Chaplin David Kramer giving the
Benediction fowled be the SAR Recessional
Next meeting March 18, 2017. Same place same time.
Jim Lohmeyer

February Minutes
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Continued from February Issue

Riots were a commonality in England before George III ascended the
throne. While the Gordon Riots appeared to be motivated by a tradi-
tional fear of Catholicism; frustration over economic hardship and
Parliamentary corruption contributed to the mob’s destructive nature.
In England, as in Boston, Massachusetts, British subjects were begin-
ning to expect more from their government. While a movement for
Parliamentary reform still had not taken shape, resistance was sim-
mering beneath the surface.

Trouble Brewing in Boston

On March 5, 1770, Parliament repealed all of the Townshend duties
save for the tax on the British East India Company tea. In response to
Parliament’s resolve to uphold the tax on tea, King George remarked
“there must always be one tax to keep up the right [to tax the colo-
nies].” Tragically, on the very same day the Townshend duties were
withdrawn, a series of street brawls turned into a heated altercation
between soldiers of the 29th Regiment stationed in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, and a mob that was gathering on King Street. After being
pelted with rocks, brickbats, snowballs and clubs, the soldiers were
finally overwhelmed. They opened fire on the crowd, and when the
smoke cleared five lay mortally wounded.

The Boston Massacre galvanized the Sons of Liberty to continue the
protest against Parliament’s unjust tax system. In 1773, when a
shipment of East India Company tea arrived in Boston, Samuel
Adams and his supports did everything in their power to send the tea
back to London peacefully. However, authorities in Boston wished to
uphold the law, and stood steadfast against the Sons of Liberty’s
request. On December 16, 1773, hundreds of young men donned
disguises, and threw three hundred and forty chests of the Crown’s tea
into Boston Harbor.

At first, King George was unperturbed by the destruction of the East
India teas. When John Hancock’s ship the Hayley arrived at Dover on
January 19, 1774, it brought news of the patriots’ defiant act. Upon
hearing the news, George remarked “I am much hurt that the instiga-
tion of bad men hath again drawn people of Boston to take such
unjustifiable steps; but I trust by degrees tea will find its way to
America.” The teas never did find their way to North America, and in
the coming months, the tide of British public opinion would force
Parliament and King George to punish the citizens of Boston for their
recalcitrance.

On January 25, 1774, the Polly returned from Philadelphia with the
East India Company tea onboard. The Sons of Liberty in Philadelphia
and New York had bullied the consignees into agreeing to send the tea
back to England before it could be landed. On January 28, London
learned that Charlestown had also rejected its shipment of tea. Rather
than destroy the cargo, or send it back to England, the Sons of Liberty
had agreed to store the tea in a warehouse until a decision had been
made on what to do with the East India Company’s product. Public
opinion in England now shifted against patriots in Boston. They
believed the laws of Parliament and King George III were reasonable,
and that colonists should pay taxes regardless of their representation,
or lack thereof in Parliament.

With public opinion on his side, King George and Parliament set out
to punish Boston for the destruction of the Crown’s tea. On June 1,
1774, the first of the five Coercive Acts took effect with the enactment
of the Boston Port Act. The harbor would be closed until the ship-
ments of teas were paid for by the town. Other acts included the
Massachusetts Government Act, which stripped the colony of its
ability to appoint government officials. Instead, the Massachusetts
Government Act granted this right to Parliament, royal governors and
the King alone. The Administration of Justice Act allowed for trials
to be removed from a colony if the jury was understood to be biased.

The passage of the Coercive Acts in 1774 drove a wedge between
Parliament and their colonial subjects. Patriots in Boston were
upset that Parliament and King George stripped them of their
previously enjoyed rights. Perhaps more unnerving was the pres-
ence of four thousand British regulars in Boston. As part of the
Coercive Acts, the Quartering Act guaranteed residence for the
British Army. With this reality in mind, provincial militias started
to gather munitions, and store them in the countryside out of reach
of the British regulars. In the early morning hours of April 19,
1775, General Thomas Gage dispatched seven hundred soldiers
from Boston to march on Concord, Massachusetts to stop the
rebellion before it could start. In the ensuing Battles of Lexington
and Concord, the British Army was forced into a chaotic retreat and
by night fall, the King’s Army was back in Boston, surrounded by
a force of nearly four thousand Massachusetts militiamen.

The American Revolution

King George was now facing the threat of widespread rebellion in
the North American colonies. The Continental Congress, which
had been meeting since September of 1774, was debating how to
supply this new provincial army and who should lead it. On June
14, 1775, the Second Continental Congress appointed George
Washington to assume command of the disorganized militias that
had surrounded Boston a month prior. But it was not in time. On
June 17, 1775, General William Howe launched an assault on
Charlestown and Breed’s Hill just north of Boston. The battle
opened with a barrage from British warships stationed around the
colonial entrenchments at Breed’s Hill. Taking command of the
Continental Army was Israel Putnam, who ordered the militiamen
to stand their ground against the assault. It would take the British
regulars three frontal assaults to secure a victory at Bunker Hill.

Now, it was apparent to all that this would be a long and costly war.
Following the appointment of George Washington to lead the
Continental Army, the Second Continental Congress drafted a
Declaration of Causes stating why it was necessary to take up
armed resistance against the British Army. In addition, they as-
sumed the role of government by issuing paper money to pay for
the troops, and even assigned a committee to negotiate with foreign
powers. While doing so, members of the Continental Congress still
clung to the hope that there could be reconciliation between the
thirteen colonies and the mother country.

In May of 1775, only weeks after the Battles of Lexington and
Concord, members of the Continental Congress debated sending
King George an Olive Branch Petition. John Dickinson of Pennsyl-
vania believed that the opening of hostilities was due to a misun-
derstanding. Dickinson, like many of his eighteenth century
contemporaries, believed that a group of wicked ministers clouded
the King’s judgment, and if the colonies wrote to him directly, he
might understand that it was not the fault of the North American
colonists, but the English Parliament. John Adams on the other
hand believed that war was inevitable, and the petition would not
be well received.

Richard Penn and Arthur Lee left for England with the petition in
hand, and arrived on August 21, 1775. They first met with Lord
Dartmouth, the Secretary of State for the North American colonies.
But their real objective was to bring the petition to King George so
they could state their case. The king rejected them on the grounds
that the Continental Congress was an unlawful assembly, and their
dealings up to that point had been illegal.

By now, King George and Parliament had learned of the Battle of
Bunker Hill, and the continued encirclement of Boston by the
nascent Continental Army. But the King was more concerned with
the mixed messages he was receiving from the Continental Con-
gress. While delegates to the Continental Congress were debating
the Olive Branch Petition in May, John Adams wrote a letter to a

SAR King George III
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friend expressing the inevitability of war. In this letter, he suggested
that the colonists should capture royal officials, and build a navy to
protect the eastern seaboard. This letter was in the hands of King
George only days before Arthur Lee and Richard Penn arrived in
England. John Adams’ belligerent tone undermined all efforts by
patriots to reach a peaceful accord with Parliament and King George
III. By the time Lee and Penn were received, King George understood
that all of the colonists were taking up arms against the Crown.

In response to the petition, on August 23 the king issued A Proclama-
tion for Suppressing Rebellion and Sedition. The royal proclamation
declared that the colonies were in a state of rebellion, and that the
Crown would do its utmost to bring an end to hostilities. King George
blamed the delegates of the Continental Congress stating the colonists
were “misled by dangerous and ill-designing men.” Further, the king
announced that the Crown will “accordingly strictly charge and com-
mand all of Our Officers as well Civil as Military; and all Our
obedient and loyal subjects, to use their utmost Endeavors to with-
stand and suppress such rebellion.” The British government and the
North American colonies were now at war.

In the early days of the conflict, the colonists struggled to wage war
effectively. But in May 1775, Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold seized
a retinue of canons from Fort Ticonderoga and Crown Point. By
March of 1776, these canons were in the hands of George Washing-
ton, who took them to Dorchester Heights overlooking Boston, and
aimed them at the British force occupying the town. General Howe
planned to lead a force to retake the heights, but due to bad weather,
he was forced to reconsider. On March 17, General Howe and the
British Army evacuated the Shawmut Peninsula, leaving Boston in
the hands of the Continental Army.

In August of 1776, Howe and his force reappeared off the coast of
New York. Howe planned to seize New York from the Continental
Army, where he would be able to regroup, and then march his army
north to meet General Burgoyne who was leading a sizeable force
down from Quebec. As Burgoyne moved south through the thick
brush of the countryside, he was intercepted at Saratoga, where he
was decisively defeated on October 7, 1777. This victory gave the
Continental Army hope, as France now joined the Americans in the
War of Independence. Shortly after, Spain and the Dutch Republic
joined the United States and France in their fight against the British
Empire.

In spite of this King George was encouraged by Howe’s success in
New York. George Washington and the Continental Army were on
the retreat, and Howe’s force was numerically superior. In the winter
of 1777-78, George Washington hunkered down at Valley Forge, his
army on the brink of collapse. Although the British Army was vastly
superior in numbers as in martial talent, Howe did not follow up his
victories. In June of 1778, Washington’s Army emerged from the cold
and sickness that characterized Valley Forge with a reinvigorated
fighting spirit. On October 19, 1781, a Franco-American forced
surrounded the British Army by land and sea at Yorktown, effectively
ending any chances for a British victory in North America. In 1783,
the Treaty of Paris secured a victory for the United States.

The Movement for Parliamentary Reform and the French Revo-
lution

King George never fully recovered from the loss of the American
colonies. In an attempt to regain control of Parliament, he appointed
William Pitt the Younger as Prime Minister and Chancellor of the
Exchequer after the fall of the North-Fox coalition in 1783. Pitt was
only twenty four years old, but was capable of reestablishing faith in
George’s constitutional monarchy. But in 1788, that faith was shaken
when the King suffered a bout of insanity believed to be caused by
porphyria. During this time, William Pitt and Charles Fox made the
decision to install his son, the Prince of Wales, as the regent in
George’s absence. In February 1789, the Regency Bill was introduced

in Parliament, but before it could be passed by the House of Lords,
the king miraculously recovered from his mental illness.

In the years following the American Revolution, concern shifted in
Britain from the intractable colonists, to a movement for Parlia-
mentary reform. Drawing inspiration from John Wilkes and the
American Revolution, English subjects began to conceptualize a
democratically elected Parliament. Since the Revolution Settle-
ment of 1688, Parliament was understood to be a corrupt, oligar-
chic and nepotistic institution which was in no way representative
of the people’s interest—and rightfully so. Parliament was com-
posed men who used their money and influence to gain seats.
Parliament was pieced together with rotten boroughs and pocket
boroughs which, more often than not, were beholden to a Member
of Parliament who through patronage, could count on their votes.
Moreover, England was undergoing an industrial transformation
which forced many English subjects to move to crowded cities for
work. A bustling metropolis, such as Manchester, found no repre-
sentation in Parliament.

While King George was aware of this when he assumed the throne,
his method of ending Parliamentary corruption came from the top
down. Prior to his ascension, the Hanoverians allowed factions to
control Parliament and run the government. When King George III
was crowned, his primary objective was to end factionalism. He
did this by involving himself in the politics of Parliament, and by
exercising his right to appoint and dismiss ministers who he could
control. Unfortunately, this proved to be a difficult task.

Then, on July 14, 1789 the prison fortress of Bastille was stormed
and taken by the Parisian mob. The French Revolution had just
begun. In Britain, reformers and government officials alike re-
joiced upon hearing the news. Now it appeared as though France
would join the British in establishing a constitutional monarchy. At
first, the revolution in France seemed to establish a constitutional
monarchy similar to the British government, but then events took a
radical turn. The First Coalition, led by Austria and Prussia invaded
France on all fronts with the intention of restoring absolute monar-
chy. When the Brunswick Manifesto was read in Paris declaring
the Duke of Brunswick’s intention to restore the Bourbons to the
throne and punish revolutionaries, the Parisian population violently
attacked prisoners in local jails. On September 5, 1792, thousands
of prisoners of the revolution were massacred in the streets in what
became known as the September Massacres. All hopes that France
would follow Britain’s lead in establishing a constitutional monar-
chy were dashed.

Drawing on ideas from the Enlightenment, Maximillian Robespi-
erre assumed de facto leadership of France in 1792 as part of the
Committee of Public Safety. In order to protect France from her
adversaries, radicals like Robespierre asserted that the enemies of
the revolution needed to be eliminated from within. Thus the Reign
of Terror commenced. Thousands of enemies of the revolution
were executed by the guillotine, until Robespierre himself was
decapitated by the device on July 27, 1794. But by then, France’s
reputation, and respect for the ideas from the age of enlightenment
had been permanently damaged.

Continued in next month’s issue
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Attendance at our February meeting.

Attendance at our February meeting.


