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President’s Message
Dear Compatriots:
At our March meeting, our speaker was Charlie
Crowell, Chapter Secretary, who gave a most
interesting presentation on his patriot ancestor,
Colonel Philip Van Rensselaer, who was
instrumental in the defeat of the British at Saratoga.
Charlie also discussed the colorful history of the
Van Rensselaer family in America and shared a
number of family artifacts that helped to illustrate
his discussion.
On April 26, 2008 our Chapter manned an SAR
table at Nova’s Genealogy Fair held at their Alvin
Sherman library in Davie, Florida. My personal
thanks go out to Tom Wilcox, Jim Lohmeyer, and
Ed Spencer for manning our table at the event and
to my wife, Debbie, for sewing an SAR banner for
the table. The event was a success, and 14 people
expressed interest in joining SAR.
On May 2-3, 2008, Ed Spencer and I attended the
FLSSAR Annual Meeting held in Kissimmee,
Florida. The meeting was packed with events and
discussions about activities throughout the state.
Registrar Stevenson and I conducted a successful
workshop on the preparation of SAR applications
that was well attended with over 30 people. It was
a learning experience for all, with many interesting
questions asked and answered.
At the Saturday banquet, new state officers for
2008-2009 were installed. I am honored to have
been elected State Registrar and look forward to the
challenge!
In patriotism,
Ted Duay
President

Tom Wilcox, Ted Duay, and Jim Lohmeyer man
the SAR table at the Nova Genealogy Fair held
on April 26, 2008

NEXT MEETING - MAY 24th
“Flaming Pit”
1150 N. Federal Hwy., Pompano Beach
(11 blocks north of Atlantic Blvd.)
Time: 11:30AM social gathering; Lunch at noon
Buffet luncheon - $16.00
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:

954-473-2754
or e-mail Ted Duay at: tedduay@yahoo.com
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The April monthly meeting of the Ft. Lauderdale
Chapter of the Society of the Sons of the American
Revolution was held on Saturday March 29, 2008 at
the Flaming Pit Restaurant, 1130 N. Federal
Highway, Pompano Beach, Florida.

He also communicated with General Gates,
Alexander Hamilton, Aaron Burr and countess
other notables. Today, many of these letters are in
the National Archives; others are in various
university collections.

The meeting was called to order by President Ted
Duay. Eleven members and guests were in
attendance.

After the war, Philip built a handsome Georgian
home in Albany that he called Cherry Hill .
Overlooking the Hudson River , the home has been
open as a museum since 1964. Today, many of
Philip’s furnishings and personal items can be seen
at Colonial Williamsburg, the Albany Institute and
other fine collections, as well as Cherry Hill .

Ted presented the treasurers report in the absence of
treasurer Joe Motes. The minutes from the previous
meeting were accepted.
Compatriot JimLohmeyer talked about the Last
Naval Battle ceremony at Cape Canaveral.He and
Ted had recently attended the annual event.Jim
mentioned the adverse weather conditions that were
experienced there and the wreath our chapter
presented.
Speaker for the meeting was chapter secretary
Charlie Crowell. He presented the story of one of
his patriots, Col. Philip Van Rensselaer of Albany
New York. Charlie brought along a collection of
artifacts dating back to the 1750’s.

In 1797 Philip contracted small pox during a trip to
New Orleans . He recovered sufficiently to return
to Albany but remained weak and ill. He died
March 3, 1798 and was buried at Cherry Hill . Later
he was reentered at Albany Rural Cemetery . His
wife Maria lived at Cherry Hill until her death in
1824.
Meeting was adjourned following the presentation.

Col. Philip Van Rensselaer was born in May of
1740. He grew up to become a successful merchant
in Albany , New York . He married Maria Sander in
February of 1768. The couple has 12 children.
He and his entire extended family sided with the
cause of liberty very early on. He was a member of
the Crusade for American Liberty and the patriotic
Committee of Correspondence.
In 1776 he was appointed Commissioner of
Military Stores of the Northern Department by his
cousin and neighbor Major General Philip
Schuyler. His appointment was confirmed by the
Continental Congress.
Throughout the war, it was his job to acquire the
necessary food and equipment needed for the war
effort. His father, Killian Van Rensselaer , also a
colonel, and all his brothers served in the revolution
as well. One brother was severely wounded and
carried the bullet in his leg until he died 35 years
later.
During the war, Philip corresponded with many
famous men. He regularly exchanged letters with
General George Washington.

Ted Duay displays his colonial uniform at the
May 2008 FLSSAR Board of Management
Meeting held in Kissimmee, FL.

PAGE 3

FORT LAUDERDALE CHAPTER SAR

The Liberty Bell
continued from last issue

In 1984, an heir of Wilbank named James
McCloskey claimed the Bell for himself, noting that
it had moved to a pavilion a block north of
Independence Hall. He claimed that he wanted to
display it in his hometown of Baltimore, or barring
that, melt the Bell down “and make seven million
rings -- all cracked -- and sell them for $39.95
each.”
Rung to celebrate the Catholic Emancipation Act.
A newspaper article from 1914 claims the Bell
cracked on this occasion. Again, the story was
written nearly 100 years after the event. There was
no mention in the comtemporary press that the bell
cracked at that time, however.
1831- City Councils agree to let the youths of the
city ring “the old State House Bell” on July 4th
Feb 1832- Rang for the Centennial birthday
celebration for George Washington.
July 1834- Tolled at the death of Lafayette
1835- In an interview in the Sunday New York
Times of July 16, 1911, one Emmanuel Rauch
claims that when he was a boy of 10, he was
walking through the State House Square on
Washington’s Birthday when the steeple-keeper,
Major Jack Downing, called him over. Rauch,
along with several other boys were asked whether
they wanted to ring the Bell in honor of
Washington’s Birthday. The boys started the
ringing, and after the clapper had struck about a
dozen times, both the lads and Major Downing
noticed a change in the Bell’s tone. Upon
examining the Bell, they discovered a hairline
crack, over a foot long. Major Downing sent the
boys on their way.
July 8, 1835- Long-believed to have cracked while
tolling for John Marshall, who had died while in
Philadelphia. However, this is historically
questionable.
1837- The Bell was used as a frontispiece to an 1837
edition of Liberty, published by the New York
Anti-Slavery Society.
1839- William Lloyd Garrison’s anti-slavery
publication The Liberator reprinted a Boston
abolitionist pamphlet containing a poem about the
Bell, entitled, The Liberty Bell, which represents
the first documented use of the name, “Liberty Bell.”
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April 1841- Muffled and rung upon the death of
William Henry Harrison.
Feb 1846- The most famous crack in history, the
zig-zag fracture occurs while the Liberty Bell is
being rung for Washington’s birthday.
The Philadelphia Public Ledger takes up the story
in its February 26, 1846 publication: “The old
Independence Bell rang its last clear note on
Monday last in honor of the birthday of
Washington and now hangs in the great city steeple
irreparably cracked and dumb. It had been cracked
before but was set in order of that day by having the
edges of the fracture filed so as not to vibrate
against each other ... It gave out clear notes and
loud, and appeared to be in excellent condition
until noon, when it received a sort of compound
fracture in a zig-zag direction through one of its
sides which put it completely out of tune and left it
a mere wreck of what it was.”
Some historians believe that a squabble over
money led to this final crack. Christ Church
claimed an exclusive priviledge of ringing the bells
on Washington’s Birthday, as that was the church
Washington was affiliated with while he lived in
Philadelphia. The city paid the church a $30
bell-ringing fee for “service to the illustrious dead.”
However, in 1846, it seems other churches wanted
in on the action. Why should Christ Church get all
the money and glory? The debate was played out in
the newspapers. Ultimately it was decided to press
the Liberty Bell into service and discontinue paying
for patriotism.
1852- The Bell was brought down from the steeple
and placed in “Declaration Chamber” of
Independence Hall.
1876- Displayed at the Centennial Exposition in
Philadelphia
1885- Bell traveled by train to New Orleans for a
World Industrial and Cotton Exposition and to help
foster national unity.
1893- Bell traveled to Chicago for World’s Fair.
1895- Bell traveled to Atlanta for the Cotton States
and Atlantic Exposition.
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1902- Bell traveled to Charleston for the Interstate
and West Indian Exposition. On its way there, it was
involved in a .
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1903- Bell traveled to Boston to take part in a
celebration of the Battle of Bunker Hill.

June 1944- D-Day: The Bell tapped with rubber
mallet twelve times by Philadlephia Mayor Bernard
Samuel during a national radio program to
symbolize “Independence.” At the show’s end the
Bell was tapped seven times to symbolize “Liberty.”

1904- Bell traveled to St. Louis for the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition.

April 1962- Tapped on the first anniversary of the
Berlin Wall to show solidarity with East Germans.

1908- Procession through the streets of Philadelphia
to celebrate Founders Week
1915- Bell traveled to San Francisco for the
Panama-Pacific Exposition. City officials were
initially reluctant to send the Bell on this trip
because they thought all the recent traveling and
handling had damaged the Bell. Newspaper
editorials across the country weighed in on the pros
and cons about moving the Bell. Ultimately a
petition signed by several hundred thousand school
children helped sway Philadelphia officials to allow
the Bell to travel.
The Bell traveled over 10,000 miles on the San
Francisco trip, stopping in many towns and cities
along the way. Vibrant, patriotic crowds greeted the
Bell waving flags, blowing whistles, with brass
bands, and gun salutes.
Enthusiastic Philadelphians welcomed the Bell
back upon its return to Philadelphia. It was the
Bell’s final rail journey.
1915- Justice Bell (today at the Washington
Memorial Chapel, Valley Forge) is a 2000-pound
replica of the Liberty Bell, forged in 1915 to
promote women’s suffrage. It traveled the country
with its clapper chained to its side, silent until
women won the right to vote. On September 25,
1920, it was brought to Independence Hall and rung
in ceremonies celebrating the ratification of the 19th
amendment.
1917- Mounted on a truck and driven through the
streets of Philadelphia for a WWI Liberty Bond sale.
Dec 31, 1926- To help celebrate the 150th
anniversary of Independence, it was decided that the
Liberty Bell should help usher in the New Year with
a ceremonial tap. Microphones were placed round
the Bell, and at midnight it was struck with a
specially designed mallet by the mayor’s wife.

1976- 12:01 A.M. To help celebrate America’s
Bicentennial, the Liberty Bell was moved from
Independence Hall to a pavilion across the street on
Independence Mall. The Pavilion which allows
visitors to view the Bell at any time during the day
was designed by Mitchell/Giurgola and Associates.
1997- The National Park Service instituted a “fee
demonstration program” at three less-visited
locations in Philadelphia. It is speculated by people
in the know that the ultimate plan is to impose
visitor fees at the Liberty Bell and Independence
Hall.
1997- Plans are being considered for development
of the mall area, which includes moving the Liberty
Bell closer to Independence Hall.
April 6, 2001- Tourist attacks Liberty Bell with
hammer.
March 24, 2002- The new Liberty Bell Center (see
2 above) comes under a blistering attack when it is
revealed that the President’s House in Philadelphia,
used by Washington and Adams from 1790-1800,
had slave quarters right where the entrance to the
new Liberty Bell Center would be in the redesign.
May 13, 2002- Historians meet to discuss the
proposed Liberty Bell Center, the President’s
House, and the issue of slavery at the site.
Jan 15, 2003- The Park Service held a public
meeting to unveil the preliminary site design for its
treatment of the President’s House, adjoining the
Liberty Bell center, in Philadelphia.
Feb 15, 2003- About 10,000 people (according to
the Philadelphia police) participated in an Anti-war
rally at the Liberty Bell.
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Oct 9, 2003- Avenge The Ancestors Coalition
protests prior to the opening of the new Liberty Bell
Center, demanding a marking in the pavement 5
feet from the entranceway the location of slave
quarters President Washington had built.
Oct 9 2003- The new Liberty Bell Center, costing
$12.6 million, is opened to the public.
June 6, 2004- To commemorate the 60th
anniversary of the Allied invasion of Normandy
(see June 1944), the Normandy Liberty Bell was
cast. It is a reproduction of the Liberty Bell, made
from precision measurements — without the crack.
Now, we can hear how the bell was intended to
sound! The project was a collaborative effort, using
the best technology available, with the cooperation
of the National Park Service.

CAR held their Installation during their annual picnic,
and Compatriot Joe Motes attended.

Ed Spencer and Joe Motes pose with an award for the
CAR for their contribution of the Packages for the
Troops program.

Members and guests listen to the presentation given by
Charlie Crowell at the March 2008 Meeting.”

Chapter Secretary, Charlie Crowell, gives a presentation
on his patriot ancestor, Philip Van Rensselaer, at the
March 2008 meeting. In addition, Charlie discusses the
interesting history of the Van Rensselaer family
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Fort Lauderdale Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution
2133 NW 208 Terrace
Pembroke PInes FL 33029-2320

FIRST CLASS MAIL

2008 CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT / REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - TED DUAY III
1641 SW 102 TERRACE
DAVIE FL 33324-7420
954-473-2754
VICE-PRESIDENT - ED SPENCER
1811 NE 41 STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33308-5537
954-566-3719
SECRETARY - CHARLES CROWELL
950 SW 20 STREET
BOCA RATON FL 33486-6832
TREASURER / SGT-AT-ARMS - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERR
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735
CHANCELLOR - EDWARD SULLIVAN, ESQ
2837 NE 27 STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33306-1912
954-564-1014
CHAPLAIN - ROBERT JOYNT
1740 NW 42 STREET
OAKLAND PARK FL 33309-4459
954-772-1798
NEWSLETTER EDITOR - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERR
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735
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