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Battles of the American Revolution
The Battle of Bennington.
Continued from last month issue

It is time to come together again and accept nominations
for 2016 Chapter Officers. We have a slate of Candidates that are willing to serve as officers.
The following is the slate. We will vote at the November meeting. Installation will take place at the January
2016 meeting. We will of course take any additional
nominations from the floor.
President Vice President Registrar/Genealogist Secretary Treasurer/Sgt. at Arms/Editor Chancellor Chaplain Historian -

Allen Manning
Jeffrey L. Greene
Jeffrey L. Greene
James W. Lohmeyer
Joseph M. Motes
Edwynne Murphy
David H. Kramer
George Dennis

The Board of Management (BOM) Meeting in Orlando
was attended by Joe Motes and me. The Ft. Lauderdale
Chapter was one of those responsible for manning the
registration desk and hospitality room.
At the November meeting we plan to induct a new
member.
We need your vote and look forward to seeing you on
November 21st.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 21st – Colony West Country Club
December 12th – Wreaths Across America in Lake
Worth
January 16th – Colony West Country Club
Fraternally,
William W Zimmer 954-783-0887
email: wwz2620@gmail.com

The Bennington flag was long incorrectly believed to
have flown during the battle. When the fighting broke
out around 3 pm the German position was immediately
surrounded by gunfire, which Stark described as "the
hottest engagement I have ever witnessed, resembling a
continual clap of thunder." The Loyalists and Indian
positions were overrun, causing many of them to flee or
surrender. This left Baum and his Brunswick dragoons
trapped alone on the high ground. The Germans fought
valiantly even after running low on powder and the
destruction of their ammunition wagon. In desperation
the dragoons led a sabre charge in an attempt to break
through the enveloping forces. Baum was mortally
wounded in this final charge, and the remaining Germans
surrendered.
After the battle ended, while Stark's militiamen were
busy disarming the prisoners and looting their supplies,
Breymann arrived with his reinforcements. Seeing the
Americans in disarray, they immediately pressed their
attack. After hastily regrouping, Stark's forces tried to
hold their ground against the new German onslaught, but
began to fall back. Before their lines collapsed, Warner's
men arrived on the scene to reinforce Stark's troops.
Pitched battle continued until dark, when both sides
disengaged. Breymann began a hasty retreat; he had lost
one quarter of his force and all of his artillery pieces.
NEXT MEETING - NOV 21, 2015

Colony West Golf Club
6800 NW 88th Ave , Tamarac, FL 33321
Future Dates:
Saturday, 01/16/16
Saturday, 02/20/16
Saturday, 03/19/16
Saturday, 04/16/16
Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-559-3202
or e-mail Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com
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Aftermath
Total German and British losses at Bennington were recorded
at 207 dead and 700 captured; American losses included 30
Americans dead and 40 wounded. The battle was at times
particularly brutal when Loyalists met Patriots, as in some
cases they came from the same communities. The prisoners,
who were first kept in Bennington, were eventually marched to
Boston.
Burgoyne's army was readying to cross the Hudson at Fort
Edward on August 17 when the first word of the battle arrived.
Believing that reinforcements might be necessary, Burgoyne
marched the army toward Bennington until further word arrived that Breymann and the remnants of his force were returning. Stragglers continued to arrive throughout the day and
night, while word of the disaster spread within the camp.

Joe Motes was awarded the Patriot Medal during the
Summer BOM convention in Orlando.

The effect on Burgoyne's campaign was significant. Not only
had he lost nearly 1,000 men, of which half were regulars, but
he also lost the crucial Indian support. In a council following
the battle many of the Indians, who had traveled with him from
Quebec, decided to go home. This loss severely hampered
Burgoyne's reconnaissance efforts in the days to come. The
failure to bring in nearby supplies meant that he had to rely on
supply lines that were already dangerously long, and that he
eventually broke in September. The shortage of supplies was a
significant factor in his decision to surrender at Saratoga,
following which France entered the war.
American Patriots reacted to news of the battle with optimism.
Especially after Burgoyne's Indian screen left him, small
groups of local Patriots began to emerge to harass the fringes
of British positions. Interestingly, a significant portion of
Stark's force returned home, and did not again become influential in the campaign until appearing at Saratoga on October 13
to complete the encirclement of Burgoyne's army.
John Stark's reward from the New Hampshire General Assembly for "the Memorable Battle of Bennington" was "a compleat
suit of Clothes becoming his Rank". A reward that Stark likely
valued the highest was a message of thanks from John Hancock, president of the Continental Congress, which included a
commission as "brigadier in the army of the United States".

Joe Motes presented our annual check for $350 the the
Swamp Fox Chapter Children of the American Revolution.

Joe Motes accept ed the Liberty Medal award for Ted
Duay during the Fall BOM convention in Orlando.

Battles of the American Revolution
The Capture of Savannah
Overview:
The American commander Brigadier General Robert Howe
of North Carolina, with only 700 men, made a feeble attempt
to defend the city. But with troops in their rear, the American
defense was broken. With the loss of well over 550 men, and
all the artillery, Howe was forced to retire into South Carolina.
Synopsis:
Henry Clinton, in charge of British troop in America, is
ordered to move to the South. Intelligence reports in Britain
indicate that both Georgia and South Carolina have a large
Loyalist population who will side with the British. However,
to do so means Clinton will have to reduce his manpower in
the North. This would open his troop in the northern theater
to attack by George Washington. Clinton and his advisors
come up with a plan. They send 8,500 troops to Savannah.
The troops from New York, under the command of Lt.
Colonel Archibald Campbell, arrive at Tybee Island on
December 23, 1778. They are a month late. Forces from St.
Augustine under the command of Augustine Prevost join
them. Together they march on Savannah.
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Augustine under the command of Augustine Prevost join them.
Together they march on Savannah.
Battles
Howe held a council that morning, and ground was chosen at
which to make a stand. About one-half mile (0.7 km) south of
the city, he established a line of defense. He formed a line in
the shape of an open V, with the ends anchored by swampy
woods. On the left Howe placed Georgia Continentals and
militia under Samuel Elbert, while on the right he put South
Carolina Continentals under Isaac Huger and William Thompson. The line was supported by four pieces of field artillery,
and light infantry companies guarded the flanks. Most of
Howe's troops, including the Continentals, had seen little or no
action in the war.
Campbell's forces consisted of two battalions of the 71st Highland Regiment, two regiments of German soldiers (von Wissenbach and von Wöllwarth), and four companies of Loyalists,
mostly recruited in New York. When his advance companies
spotted Howe's line (drawing a volley of fire), the main body
stopped short of the field and Campbell went to see what he
was up against. He viewed Howe's defenses as essentially
sound, but a local slave told him that there was a path through
the swamp on Howe's right. He ordered James Baird to take
350 light infantry and about 250 New York Loyalists and
follow the slave through the swamp, while he arrayed his
troops just out of view in a way that would give the impression
he would attempt a flanking maneuver on Howe's left. One of
his officers climbed a tree to observe Baird's progress. True to
the slave's word, the trail came out near the Continental barracks, which were left unguarded; the Continentals were unaware they had been flanked. When they reached position, the
man in the tree signaled by waving his hat, and Campbell
ordered the regulars to charge.
The first sounds of battle Howe heard were musket fire from
the barracks, but these were rapidly followed by cannonfire
and the appearance of charging British and German troops. He
ordered an immediate retreat, but it rapidly turned into a rout.
His untried troops hardly bothered to return fire, some throwing down their weapons before attempting to run away through
the swampy terrain. Campbell reported that "It was scarcely
possible to come up with them, their Retreat was rapid beyond
Conception." The light infantry in the Continental rear cut off
the road to Augusta, the only significant escape route, forcing
a mad scramble of retreating troops into the city itself. Soldiers
who did not immediately surrender were sometimes bayoneted. Colonel Huger managed to form a rear-guard to cover the
escape of a number of the Continentals. Some of Howe's men
managed to escape to the north before the British closed off the
city, but others were forced to attempt swimming across Yamacraw Creek; an unknown number drowned in the attempt.
Conclusion:
Campbell gained control of the city at the cost to his forces of
seven killed and seventeen wounded. He took 453 prisoners,
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and there were at least 83 dead and 11 wounded from
Howe's forces. When Howe's retreat ended at Purrysburg,
South Carolina he had 342 men left, less than half his
original army. Howe would receive much of the blame for
the disaster, with William Moultrie arguing that he should
have either disputed the landing site in force or retreated
without battle to keep his army intact. However, he was
exonerated in a court martial that inquired into the event.

Battles of the American Revolution
The Battle of King's Mountain
Overview:
There never has been any uncertainty as to the actual location of the ground on which the Battle of Kings Mountain
was fought, but due to the defects and limitations in early
maps, the battle has frequently been described as occurring
in North Carolina. Many of the early maps show "King
Mountain" north of the boundary line, with none of the
mountain symbols extending into South Carolina. As a
result the battle was accredited to North Carolina.
In 1772 a portion of the boundary between the two Carolinas
was surveyed from the Catawba River westwardly. The
origin of this portion of the boundary was the center of the
junction of the Catawba and the South Fork of the Catawba.
From this junction the line was to run due west to the
mountains and there connect with the boundary of the Cherokee Nation.
The Price and Strother map, engraved in 1808, which purports to be "The First Actual Survey of the State of North
Carolina," shows the 1772 line crossing the Broad River 1¼
miles south of the east and west line through the junction of
the Broad and the First Broad. This corresponds with the
distance on the Gaffney quadrangle of the United States
Geological Survey. By other checks of the 1772 line where
it crosses streams, with the United States Geological Survey
of the line, it is evident that both lines are one and the same.
Synopsis:
During the summer of 1780, Ferguson and his provincial
corps of 150 traveled through South Carolina and into North
Carolina gathering support for His Majesty's cause. While
marching through the upcountry of South Carolina, the
Loyalists engaged in minor skirmishes with militia regiments. Some of those small battles happened at places like
Wofford's Iron Works, Musgrove's Mill, Thicketty Fort, and
Cedar Spring. However in August, after the Americans lost
at the Battle of Camden, the Over Mountain Men retired to
their homes in western North Carolina to rest before going
after Ferguson again.
THE MARCH TO KINGS MOUNTAIN
Meanwhile in September, Cornwallis invaded North Carolina. His final objective was to march into Virginia. To protect
his troops from guerilla attack, Cornwallis ordered Ferguson
to move northward into western North Carolina before joining the main British Army in Charlotte.

PAGE 4

FORT LAUDERDALE CHAPTER S.A.R.

Fort Lauderdale Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution
2133 NW 208 Terrace
Pembroke Pines FL 33029-2320
In late September, Ferguson camped at Gilbert Town (in
present day Rutherfordton). He sent a message to Colonel
Isaac Shelby, whom he considered to be the leader of the
"backwater men." The message said that if Shelby and his
men did not stop their opposition to the British, Ferguson
would march his army over the mountains, hang their leaders
and "lay the country waste with fire and sword." The Patriots
would have none of it.
On September 25, Patriot leaders and Colonels Charles McDowell, John Sevier, Isaac Shelby and William Campbell
gathered at Sycamore Shoals on the Watauga River (in present day Tennessee). They marched five days over the snow
covered mountains to the Quaker Meadows Plantation owned
by McDowell's family (near present day Morganton). There,
they were joined by more frontiersmen including those
serving under Benjamin Cleveland and Joseph Winston. The
troops marched toward Gilbert Town and Ferguson.
Spies told Ferguson the Patriots were on their way. Ferguson
had stayed at Gilbert Town hoping to intercept another Patriot
force, heading northward. Calling in reinforcements, the Scot
began to march toward Charlotte to receive the protection of
Cornwallis' main army. He sent an appeal to loyal North
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Cornwallis' main army. He sent an appeal to loyal North
Carolinians -- for them to save themselves from the
"backwater men...a set of mongrels."
Late on October 6, Ferguson received word from his spies that
the Americans were close behind him. Camping at Kings
Mountain, near the North Carolina border, he sent a message
to Cornwallis requesting reinforcements. "Three or four hundred good soldiers," he wrote, "would finish the business.
Something must be done soon." Desperately short of provisions, Ferguson sent out a foraging party of 150 men. He then
organized a defense and prepared to meet the enemy.
When the Patriots realized that Ferguson was not at Gilbert
Town, they became determined to pursue and fight him. The
soldiers followed Ferguson, leaving their weak comrades and
horses at Gilbert Town. On October 6 at Cowpens in South
Carolina, the Over Mountain Men were joined by 400 South
Carolinians under Colonel James Williams and others. The
soldiers learned from spy Joseph Kerr that Ferguson was
definitely camped about 30 miles ahead in the vicinity of
Kings Mountain. Shelby was especially pleased to learn that
Ferguson was quoted as saying, that he "was on Kings
Mountain, that he was king of that mountain and that God
Almighty and all the Rebels of hell could not drive him from
it."
continued next issue.

2016 Dues Notice.
2015 CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT - BILL ZIMMER
133 N. POMPANO BEACH BLVD APT 902
POMPANO BEACH FL 33062-5732
954-783-0887
VICE-PRESIDENT - CHARLES CROWELL
950 SW 20 Street
Boca Raton, FL 33486-6832
REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - JEFFERY GREENE
1058 Bluewood Terr
Weston, FL 33327-2056
(954) 304-0791
SECRETARY - JAMES LOHMEYER
15862 SW 14 STREET
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33027-2361
954-436-1156
TREASURER / SGT-AT-ARMS / EDITOR - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERRACE
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735
CHANCELLOR - EDWARD SULLIVAN, ESQ
2837 NE 27 STREET
FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33306-1912
954-564-1014
CHAPLAIN - DAVID KRAMER
6241 SW 9th STREET
PLANTATION FL 33317-3962
954-584-2337
HISTORIAN - GEORGE DENNIS
2771 SE 15 St
POMPANO BEACH FL 33062-7506
954-942-3081

Greetings Compatriot !
Your SAR dues notice and membership card for 2016 are
enclosed. Please mail your check no later than December 14th.
This timing is required to meet the new deadlines established
by the state and national organizations. If circumstances
may delay your payment, call or e-mail the Treasurer (954-4418735 or joemotes@aol.com
NOTE: Anyone who has not been heard from by 12/14/15
must be reported as dropped from Membership.
Reinstatement can be made at a later date but this will
require processing a special application and the payment of $5
in addition to the regular dues. These delays also may cause
some issues of the newsletter and magazine to be missed. – Of
course, it is hoped that everyone will renew but it also is very
important that your response be timely.
CHAPTER TRUST FUND
The Fort Lauderdale Chapter SAR Trust Fund was established
in 1991 and has grown to its current balance of approx
$16,297.45. The stated purpose of this fund is to assist in the
operation of the Chapter, including its projects and expenses.
Only the earnings of the Trust may be utilized, never the
principal.
Including extra dollars in your check for the trust fund will
be very helpful and appreciated.
Thank you and have a happy holiday season.........

