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NEXT MEETING - OCTBER 15, 2011

Colony West Country Club
6800 NW 88th Ave in Tamarac

Future Dates:

November 19, 2011
Time: 11:30AM social gathering; Lunch at noon

Buffet Luncheon - $15.00
FOR RESERVATIONS  CALL:   954-441-8735
or e-mail Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com

Good morning compatriots, 

Fellow compatriots, It was a fairly busy meeting what with the induc-
tion of 4 new members and a nice Talk by a young lady who was from 
FAU where she is an archeologist. She spoke on her research at Ft. 

Jefferson on Dry Tortugus in the Florida Keys. We were all sad to hear 
a member of Jack Dye's family has an illness that will require Jack to 
be in NC much of the time. Jack has been most instrumental in The 

Liberty Tree program that will becoming up around the 19th of No-
vember. I sure hope Jack will be in the area at that time. Charlie said 
he would be honored to cover for Jack during his absence . 

I will be attending my niece's wedding in Baltimore the 15th of 
October so I will be absent from the October Meeting.....

Fort Lauderdale Chapter

Sons of the American Revolution

Minutes of Meeting on September 17,  2011

Held at Colony West Country Club in 

Tamarac, Florida

The September meeting of the Ft. Lauderdale Chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution was held on the  15th of the month at the 
Colony West Country Club, 6800 NW 88th Ave, Tamarac, FL. The 

meeting was called to order by President Ken Loomis.
The invocation was offered by Chapter Chaplin Rob Joynt, followed 
by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, 

and the S.A.R. Pledge.
The treasurer's report was given by Chapter Treasurer Joe Motes. The 
report accepted and approved by the membership. Joe also read a thank 

you note from the Swamp Fox Chapter of the Children of the American 
Revolution Chapter in response to our chapter's annual monetary gift 
to them. Each of the kids in that C.A.R. chapter had also written a note 

of thanks. 

A motion was made not to accept the resignation of Chapter Secretary 
John M. Dye who offered to resign due to his inability to complete his  
term because he will be out of state tending to family issues for the rest 
of the year. The motion "not to accept" was approved by vote of the

membership. Vice President Charlie Crowell will serve as Interim 
Secretary for the remainder of the year or until John is able to return.  
The chapter offers he and his family our best wishes. 
A letter from member Jack Hennen was read. In the letter, Jack 
resigned as a member. 
The question of an expired  financial form, an IRS letter saying we are 
a 501c3, was discussed and arrangements to obtain the form had been 
made.
Ted Duay reported on matters pertaining to state and national S.A.R. 
affairs including the backlog of applications and efforts to speed up 
the process. Ted also mentioned that old  S.A.R. records can now be 
found online at Ancestry.com .
Four new member were sworn in and welcomed to the chapter.
Member and past president George Dennis was presented an S.A.R. 
award for his service during WWII.
At 1:15, our guest speaker Sarah Nohe, MA. was introduced. Sarah  is 
the Outreach Coordinator for the Southeast Region for the Florida 
Public Archaeology Network. The Florida Public Archaeology Net-
work's mission is to promote and facilitate the conservation, study and 
public understanding of Florida's archaeological heritage through 
regional centers.
Sarah's offered a Powerpoint presentation about archaeological rease-
arch done at Fort Jefferson National Park, located within the Dry 
Tortugas National Park, about 70 miles west of Key West. Slides 
showing the site and numerous found artifacts were shown. Sarah 
gave a firsthand account of the dig and the conditions the archeologist 
dealt with on the island that offered primitive living condition. The 
team slept in tents. 
The island was discovered by the Spanish in 1513 but most of artifacts 
found were from the mid to late 19th century. Also included in the 
Powerpoint presentation were imaged of graffiti left behind by early 
visitors to Fort Jefferson.
Member Jim Lohmeyer offered some accounts of the great fishing in 
the seas around Dry Tortugas National Park and Joe Motes recounted 
camping on the island. Upon completion of the talk, a certificate of 

appreciation was presented, and a word of thanks offered to Sarah 
for her time and expertise. 
Upon completion of the meeting, Chapter Chaplin Rob Joynt read the 
Benediction, the S.A.R. Recessional was read and the meeting was 
adjourned by the President. The 50/50 raffle was then held, Vice 
President Charlie Crowell won and went home with $24. 
Respectfully submitted for approval on this 10th day of October, 

2011,

Charlie Crowell Vice President, Interim Secretary, Ft. Lauderdale 
Chapter, Son of the American Revolution.

President’s Message

President Ken Loomis presents a Certificate of 

Appreciation to Sarah Nohe for her presentation during 

our September meeting.
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Genealogist Ted Duay inducted four new members, Donald Green, Erik Larson, Gary Ruderman, Gary Ruderman II, with 
Ken Loomis presiding, into the Fort Lauderdale Chapter and presented them with with certificates and rosettes. 

Ted Duay presents a War Certificate to George Dennis for 

his service during World War II.

Joe Motes presents a check for $350 to the Swamp Fox 

Society Children of the American Revolution Chapter.
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Daniel Morgan 
 
Born 07/06/1736 in Junction, Hunterdon County, New 
Jersey 
Died 07/05/1802 in Winchester, Virginia 

Overview

Daniel Morgan (c. 1736 – July 6, 1802) was an American 
pioneer, soldier, and United States Representative from Vir-
ginia. One of the most gifted battlefield tacticians of the Amer-
ican Revolutionary War, he later commanded the troops that 
suppressed the Whiskey Rebellion.

Early Years

Daniel Morgan was born of Welsh parents in 1736. Because he 
rarely spoke of his early life, much of it remains a mystery. 
Therefore, his contemporaries assumed that his younger years 
must have been painful. Most authorities agree that Morgan 
was born in Hunterdon County, New Jersey. He was the fifth 
of seven children of James Morgan (1710-1782), a forge work-
er. When he was 16, he left home after a fight with his father. 
After working at odd jobs through Pennsylvania, he continued 
into the Shenandoah Valley. He finally settled in frontier 
Virginia, near what is now Winchester, Virginia, in Frederick 
County,Virginia.

Morgan was a large, rough man, poorly educated, and he 
preferred drinking and gambling to study. He also showed a 
huge capacity for work. He worked clearing land, in a sawmill, 
and as a teamster. In a year, he had saved enough to buy his 
own team, and concentrated on being a teamster. Morgan had 
been a teamster during the French and Indian War. In 1756, 
during the advance on Fort Pitt, he was scourged with four 
hundred ninety-nine lashes (a usually fatal event) for punching 
his superior officer, by Burgoyne's command. It was an affront 
he never forgave.

American Revolution

After the American Revolutionary War began at the Battle of 
Lexington and Concord in 1775, the Continental Congress 
created the Continental Army. They called for the formation of 
ten rifle companies from the middle colonies to support the 
Siege of Boston, and late in June of 1775 Virginia agreed to 
send two. The Virginia House of Burgesses chose Daniel 
Morgan to form one of these, and serve as its captain. He 
recruited ninety-six men in ten days and assembled them at 
Winchester on July 14. He then marched them to Boston, 
Massachusetts in only twenty-one days, arriving on August 6 
1775. He led an outstanding group of snipers nicknamed 
"Morgan's Sharpshooters".

The invasion of Canada

Later that year, Congress authorized an Invasion of Canada. 
Colonel Benedict Arnold convinced General Washington to 
send an eastern offensive against Quebec in support of Mont-
gomery's invasion. Washington agreed to send three rifle com-
panies from among his forces at Boston, if they volunteered. 
All of the companies at Boston volunteered, so lotteries were 
used to choose who should go, 

and Morgan's company was among those chosen. Arnold 
selected Captain Morgan to lead all three companies as a 
unit. The expedition set out from Fort Western on September 
25, with Morgan's men leading the advance party.

At the start, the Arnold Expedition had about 1,000 men, but 
by the time they arrived at the Isle of Orleans on 9 November 
it had been reduced to 600. (Note: historians have never 
reached a consensus on the use of a standard name for this 
epic journey.) When Montgomery arrived, they launched 
their disastrous assault, the Battle of Quebec (1775), on the 
morning of December 31. The Patriots attacked in two 
thrusts, commanded by Montgomery and Arnold.

Arnold led the attack against the lower city from the North, 
but went down early with a bullet in his leg. Morgan took 
over leadership of this force, and they successfully entered 
the city following him over the first barricade. When Mont-
gomery fell his attack faltered, and the British General Car-
leton circled to address the second attack. He moved cannons 
and men to the first barricade, behind Morgan's force. Split 
up in the lower city, subject to fire from all sides, they were 
forced to surrender piecemeal. Morgan surrendered his 
sword to a French priest, refusing to give it to the troops. 
Morgan was among the 372 men captured. He remained a 
prisoner until exchanged in January 1777.

11th Virginia Regiment

When he rejoined Washington early in 1777, Morgan was 
surprised to learn that he had been promoted to colonel for 
his efforts at Quebec. He was assigned to raise and command 
a new infantry regiment, the 11th Virginia Regiment of the 
Continental Line.

On June 13, 1777 Morgan was also placed in command of 
the Provisional Rifle Corps, a light infantry unit of 500 
riflemen selected primarily from Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
and Virginia units of the Main Army. Many were drawn 
from his own permanent unit, the 11th Virginia Regiment. 
Washington assigned them to harass General William 
Howe's rear guard, and Morgan followed and attacked them 
during their entire withdrawal across New Jersey.

Saratoga

Morgan's regiment was reassigned to the army's Northern 
Department and on August 30 he joined General Horatio 
Gates to aid in resisting Burgoyne's offense.

Freeman's Farm

Morgan led his regiment, with the added support of Henry 
Dearborn's 300 man New Hampshire infantry, as the ad-
vance to the main forces. At Freeman's Farm, they ran into 
the advance of General Simon Fraser's wing of Burgoyne's 
force. Every officer in the British advance party died in the 
first exchange, and the advance guard retreated.

Morgan's men charged without orders, but the charge fell 
apart when they ran into the main column, under General 
Hamilton. Benedict Arnold arrived, and he and Morgan 
managed to reform the unit. As the British began to form on 
the fields at Freeman's farm, Morgan's men continued to 
break these formations with accurate rifle fire from the 
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from the woods on the far side of the field. They were joined 
by another seven regiments from Bemis Heights.

For the rest of the afternoon, American fire held the British in 
check, but repeated American charges were repelled by British 
bayonets. Eventually, the British withdrew. The Americans 
claimed victory. The battle is also known as The Battle of 
Saratoga, the turning point in the American revolution.

Bemis Heights

Burgoyne's next offensive resulted in the Battle of Bemis 
Heights on October 7. Morgan was assigned command of the 
left (or western) flank of the American position. The British 
plan was to turn that flank, using an advance by 1,500 men. 
This brought Morgan's brigade once again up against General 
Fraser's forces.

Passing through the Canadian loyalists, Morgan's Virginia 
sharpshooters got the British light infantry trapped in a cross-
fire between themselves and Dearborn's regiment. Although 
the light infantry broke, General Fraser was trying to rally 
them, encouraging his men to hold their positions when Bene-
dict Arnold arrived. Arnold spotted him and called to Morgan: 
"That man on the grey horse is a host unto himself and must be 
disposed of-direct the attention of some of the sharpshooters 
amongst your riflemen to him!" Morgan reluctantly ordered 
Fraser shot by a sniper, and Timothy Murphy obliged him.

With Fraser mortally wounded the British light-infantry fell 
back into and through the redoubts occupied by Burgoyne's 
main force. Morgan was one of those who then followed 
Arnold's lead to turn a counter-attack from the British middle. 
Burgoyne retired to his starting positions, but about 500 men 
poorer for the effort. That night, he withdrew to the village of 
Saratoga, New York (renamed Schuylerville, New York in 
honor of Philip Schuyler) about eight miles to the northwest.

During the next week, as Burgoyne dug in, Morgan and his 
men moved to his north. Their ability to cut up any patrols sent 
in their direction convinced the British that retreat was not 
possible.

New Jersey and retirement

After Saratoga, Morgan's unit rejoined Washington's main 
army, near Philadelphia. Throughout 1778 he hit British col-
umns and supply lines in New Jersey, but was not involved in 
any major battles. He was not involved in the Battle of Mon-
mouth but actively pursued the withdrawing British forces and 
captured many prisoners and supplies. When the Virginia Line 
was reorganized on September 14, 1778 Morgan became the 
Colonel of the 7th Virginia Regiment.

Throughout this period, Morgan became increasingly dissatis-
fied with the army and the Congress. He had never been 
politically active, or cultivated a relationship with the Con-
gress. As a result, he was repeatedly passed over for promotion 
to brigadier, favor going to men with less combat experience 
but better political connections. While still a colonel with 
Washington, he had temporarily commanded Weedon's bri-
gade, and felt himself ready for the position. Besides this 
frustration, his legs and back aggravated him from the abuse 
taken during the Quebec Expedition. He was finally allowed to 

resign on June 30, 1779 and returned home to Winchester.

In June 1780, he was urged to reenter the service by General 
Gates, but he declined. Gates was taking command in the 
Southern Department and Morgan felt that being outranked 
by so many militia officers would limit his usefulness. After 
Gates' disaster at the Battle of Camden, Morgan thrust all 
other considerations aside, and went to join the Southern 
command at Hillsborough, North Carolina.

The Southern campaign

"Lieutenant-Colonel Banastre Tarleton" by Sir Joshua Reyn-
oldsHe met Gates at Hillsborough, and was given command 
of the light infantry corps on 2 October. At last, on 13 
October 1780, Morgan received his promotion to Brigadier 
General.

Morgan met his new Department Commander, Nathanael 
Greene, on 3 December 1780 at Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Greene did not change his command assignment, but did 
give him new orders. Greene had decided to split his army 
and annoy the enemy in order to buy time to rebuild his 
force. He gave Morgan's command of about 700 men the job 
of foraging and enemy harassment in the backcountry of 
South Carolina, while avoiding direct battle.

When this strategy became apparent, the British General 
Cornwallis sent Colonel Banastre Tarleton's British Legion 
to track him down. Morgan talked with many of the militia 
who had fought Tarleton before, and decided to disobey his 
orders, by setting up a direct confrontation.

The Battle of Cowpens

Morgan chose to make his stand at Cowpens, South Caroli-
na. On the morning of January 17, 1781, they met Tarleton 
in the Battle of Cowpens. Morgan had been joined by militia 
forces under Andrew Pickens and William Washington's 
dragoons. Tarleton's legion was supplemented with the light 
infantry from several regiments of regulars.

Morgan's plan took advantage of Tarleton's tendency for 
quick action and his disdain for the militia, as well as the 
longer range and accuracy of his Virginia riflemen. The 
marksmen were positioned to the front, followed by the 
militia, with the regulars at the hilltop. The first two units 
were to withdraw as soon as they were seriously threatened, 
but after inflicting damage. This would invite a premature 
charge.

The tactic resulted in a double envelopment; as the British 
forces approached, the Americans, with their backs turned to 
the British, reloaded their muskets. When the British got too 
close they turned and fired at point-blank range in their 
faces. To avoid a crude or gory dysphemism, a musket of 
that type could obliterate a watermelon at that range. In less 
than an hour, Tarleton's 1,076 men suffered 110 killed, and 
830 captured. The captives included 200 wounded. Although 
Tarleton escaped, the Americans captured all his supplies 
and equipment, including the officers' slaves. Morgan's cun-
ning plan at Cowpens is widely considered to be the tactical 
masterpiece of the war and one of the most successfully  
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executed double envelopments of all of modern military histo-
ry.

Cornwallis had lost not only Tarleton's legion, but also his light 
infantry, which limited his speed of reaction for the rest of the 
campaign. For his actions, Virginia gave Morgan land and an 
estate that had been abandoned by a Tory. The damp and chill 
of the campaign had aggravated his sciatica to the point where 
he was in constant pain; on 10 February, he returned to his 
Virginia farm. In July 1781, Morgan briefly joined Lafayette 
to once more pursue Banastre Tarleton, this time in Virginia, 
but they were not successful.

After the Revolution

After Morgan returned home to Charles Town, he became 
gradually less active. He turned his attention to investing in 
land, rather than clearing it, and eventually built an estate of 
over 250,000 acres (1,000 km²). As part of his settling down, 
he joined the Presbyterian Church and built a new house near 
Winchester, Virginia in 1782. He named the home Saratoga 
after his victory in New York. The Congress awarded him a 
gold medal in 1790 to commemorate his victory at Cowpens.

In 1794 he was briefly recalled to national service, as he led 
militia units to suppress the Whiskey Rebellion. By presenting 
a massive show of force, he managed to resolve the protests 
without a shot being fired. Morgan ran for election to the 
United States House of Representatives twice, as a Federalist.

He lost in 1794, but won next time to serve a term from 1797 
to 1799. He died in 1802 at his daughter's home in Winchester 
on his 66th birthday. Daniel Morgan was buried in Old Stone 
Presbyterian Church graveyard and moved to the Mt. Hebron 
Cemetery in Winchester, after The Civil War. In the early 
1950s, an attempt was made to remove his body to Cowpens, 
SC but the Frederick-Winchester Historical Society blocked 
the move by securing an injunction in circuit court. The event 
was pictued by a staged photo that appeared in Life Magazine.

In 1821 Virginia named a new county - Morgan County - in his 
honor. (It is now in West Virginia.) The states of Alabama, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri, Ohio, and Ten-
nessee followed their example. The North Carolina city of 
Morganton is also named after Morgan.

In 1881 (on the occasion of the hundredth anniversary of the 
Cowpens battle), a statue of Morgan was placed in the central 
town square of Spartanburg, South Carolina. The square 
(Morgan Square) and statue remain today (see photo in Spar-
tanburg article).

Daniel Morgan is related to the famous pirate, Henry Morgan. 
Henry is Daniel's great, great grandfather's nephew.

In 1973, the home Saratoga was declared a National Historic 
Landmark.

Morgan and his actions served as one of the sources for the 
fictional character of Benjamin Martin in The Patriot, a motion 
picture released in 2000.

William Alexander 
 
Born 01/01/1726 in New York City, U.SA.
Died 01/15/1783 in Albany, New York, U.S.A. 

Life

Alexander was an educated, ambitious and bright young man 
and was proficient in mathematics and astronomy. He joined 
his mother in a successful provisioning business and, in 
1747, married Sarah Livingston, the daughter of Philip Liv-
ingston (1686-1749) and sister of Governor William Liv-
ingston. The couple had two daughters. One of his 
daughters, Mary Alexander, would marry wealthy merchant, 
Robert Watts of New York.

During the French and Indian War, he joined the British 
Army Commissariat, where he became aide-de-camp to 
Governor William Shirley. He traveled to London in 1756 to 
testify on behalf of Shirley, who was facing charges of 
dereliction of duty. While there he claimed the vacant title of 
Earl of Stirling, in the Peerage of Scotland, as senior male 
descendant of the first earl's grandfather, and was permitted 
to vote in an election of the Scottish representative peers. 
The British House of Lords refused to recognize his claim 
without proof of descent, but he continued to style himself 
Earl of Stirling all his life long. The right to the earldom 
would have implied his right to a land grant that consisted of 
much of the New England coast, parts of Nova Scotia and 
the entire St. Lawrence River valley, given to the heirs male 
of the first earl; his grandson, William Alexander Duer, 
wrote that this was his chief reason for pursuing it. He took 
the nephews of the fifth, and last, Earl (Henry Alexander, 5th 
Earl of Stirling) into partnership on the land claim.

Satisfied by the partial acceptance of his claim, he returned 
to America in 1761, now using the title Lord Stirling. 
Stirling was appointed Surveyor-General of the Province of 
New Jersey and was also a member of the Provincial Coun-
cil. He was one of the founders of King's College 
(predecessor of Columbia University) and became its first 
governor.

Stirling was a socially prominent and wealthy man, having 
inherited a large fortune from his father. He dabbled in 
mining and agriculture and lived a life filled with the trap-
pings befitting a Scottish Lord. This was an expensive life-
style and he eventually went into debt to finance it. He began 
building his grand estate in Basking Ridge, N.J. and upon its 
completion, sold his home in New York and moved there. 
George Washington was a guest there on several occasions 
during the revolution and gave away Stirling’s daughter at 
her wedding.

American Revolution

When the American Revolutionary War began, Stirling was 
made a colonel in the New Jersey militia. He outfitted the 
militia at his own expense and was always willing to spend 
his own money in support of the cause. He distinguished 
himself early by leading a group of volunteers in the cap-
ture of an armed British transport. 

Continued on page 6
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surrender of a Hessian regiment. On 26 June 1777, at Ma-
touchin (now called Metuchen), he awaited an attack, contrary 
to Washington's orders. His position was turned and his divi-
sion defeated, losing two guns and 150 men in the Battle of 
Short Hills. Subsequent battles at Brandywine, Germantown 
and Monmouth cemented his reputation for bravery and sound 
tactical judgment. At the battles of Brandywine and German-
town he acted with bravery and discretion. At the battle of 
Monmouth he displayed tactical judgment in posting his bat-
teries, and repelled with heavy loss an attempt to turn his 
flank. In January 1780, he led an ineffective raid against 
Staten Island. Lord Stirling also played a part in exposing the 
Conway Cabal, a conspiracy of disaffected officers looking to 
remove Washington as Commander-in Chief and replace him 
with General Horatio Gates.

When Washington took his army south in 1781, he appointed 
Stirling commander of the northern army and he was sent to 
Albany. Stirling, always a heavy drinker, was in poor health 
by this time, suffering from severe gout and rheumatism. He 
died in Albany on January 15, 1783. His untimely death just 
months before the official end of the war is the probable 
reason that he is not as well known today as many of the other 
generals. Still, his significant contributions made him one of 
the most important figures of the American Revolution.

Continued next month

Continued from page 5

Congress appointed him brigadier general in the Continental 
Army in March 1776. At the Battle of Long Island, in August 
of that year, Stirling led the 1st Maryland Regiment in repeat-
ed attacks against a superior British force at the Old Stone 
House near what is today named the Gowanus Canal and took 
heavy casualties. Outnumbered 25-1, his brigade was eventu-
ally overwhelmed and Stirling was taken prisoner, but not 
before repelling the British forces long enough to allow the 
main body of troops to escape to defensive positions at 
Brooklyn Heights. Because of his actions at Long Island, one 
newspaper called him "the bravest man in America" and he 
was praised by both Washington and the British for his 
bravery and audacity.

He was released in a prisoner exchange (in return for gover-
nor Montfort Browne), promoted to major general and be-
came one of Washington’s most able and trusted generals. 
Washington held him in such high regard that he placed 
Stirling in command of the entire Continental Army for 
nearly two months, while he was away on personal business 
and throughout most of the war he was considered to be 3rd 
or 4th in rank behind Washington. At Trenton he received the 

                                                                Continued next column

Fort Lauderdale Chapter

Sons of the American Revolution

2133 NW 208 Terrace

Pembroke Pines FL 33029-2320

2011  CHAPTER  OFFICERS

PRESIDENT - KEN LOOMIS

 10370 SW 20 St
 DAVIE  FL 33324-7424
 954-472-6677
VICE-PRESIDENT - CHARLES CROWELL
 950 SW 20 STREET
 BOCA RATON  FL 33486-6832
 561-361-7003
REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - TED DUAY III

 1641 SW  102 TERRACE
 DAVIE FL 33324-7420
 954-473-2754
SECRETARY -JOHN DYE

 7951 NW 11th Street
 PLANTATION, FL 33322-5158
 954-476-0287 
TREASURER / SGT-AT-ARMS - JOSEPH MOTES

 2133 NW 208 TERR
 PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
 954-441-8735
CHANCELLOR - EDWARD SULLIVAN, ESQ

 2837 NE 27 STREET
 FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33306-1912
 954-564-1014
CHAPLAIN - ROBERT JOYNT

 1740 NW 42 STREET
 OAKLAND PARK FL 33309-4459
 954-772-1798 
HISTORIAN - GEORGE DENNIS

 2771 SE 15 St
 POMPANO BEACH FL 33062-7506
 954-942-3081

Joe Motes presented a Good Citizenship certificate and a 

Good Citizenship Medal to two cadets from the Pembroke 

Pines Civil Air Patrol Squadron.


