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President’s Message
Fellow Compatriots,
Our October 15th Meeting will comprise of two events. The
Chapter will be awarding the Law Enforcement Commendation Medal with Certificate this month to Capt. Edward Sileo
of DLE's Criminal Investigation Division and our Guest
Speaker which is to be announced.
I look forward to seeing you all there.
Fraternally,
Allen Manning
Ft Lauderdale Chapter President
"If liberty means anything at all, it means the right to tell
people what they do not want to hear." - George Orwell
September Minutes
Broward Co. Chapter of NSSAR called to order by President
Allan Manning. He lead in the Pledge to the American Flag
and Pledge to NSSAR.
The invocation was given by President Manning.
Guest: Mrs. Zimmerman and T/Sgt. Tristen.
Reports: Allan Manning stated next meeting we will Law
Enforcement Presentation.
Treas. report received indicating funds little low but should
be reimbursed and this will help.
Sec: report for VAVS thanks Ron Kramer for the five boxes
of books he has collected.
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Law Enforcement Commendation Medal Award
Captain Edward Sileo was promoted to Captain of the Criminal Investigations Division in August 2015.
Captain Sileo was born and raised in Fort Lauderdale and
began his military law enforcement career in 1981 with the
US Air Force. After his active service he became law enforcement Officer for the City of Boca Raton Police Department in
1987 where he served as a patrolman and a detective assigned
to the Burglary Apprehension Team. In 1990, Captain Sileo
joined the Broward Sheriff's Office serving as a Road Patrol
Deputy, Burglary Detective and Selective Enforcement Team
detective. In 1998, he was promoted to Sergeant and served
in Criminal Investigations as the supervisor of the Career
Criminal Unit for eight years.
He was promoted t Lieutenant in 2006 and was assigned as the
Executive Lieutenant in the City of North Lauderdale, until
his deployment with the US Air Force Reserves to Iraq where
he was awarded the Purple Heart. Upon his return, he was
assigned as the Administrative Lieutenant in the Criminal
Investigations Division, overseeing the Crime Lab, Crime
Scene, Evidence Control and District Detectives among other
duties.
Captain Sileo Is a graduate of the University of Louisville's
Southern Police Institute Command Officer Development
Course and the Nova Southeastern University Criminal Justice Institute Executive Leadership Program.

John Dye suggested instead of building the trust fund we take
the extra money for activities.
Mrs. Zimmer noted four feet from white line is the law so be
careful.
Guest Speaker
T/Sgt. Tristen entered the Service upon graduation from high
school In the past 13 years he has won the Bronze Star, two
times in the far east gone to cooking school, and other military
training programs. Married, assign to Germany, awarded
several medals of outstanding performance. Oh, yes he earned
a college degree with enough to have credits for his son to
have a four year college degree.
A Certification of Appreciation for his presentation today and
for his service to our country
Jack Dye moved we adjourn, 2nd by Jim Lohmeyer.
Meeting closed with S.A.R. recessional and Benediction by
Allan Manning.

NEXT MEETING - OCTOBER 15, 2016

Colony West Golf Club
6800 NW 88th Ave , Tamarac, FL 33321
Future Dates:
Saturday, 11/19/16
Saturday, 01/21/17
Saturday , 02/18/17
Time: 11:30 AM social gathering; Lunch at noon
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 954-559-3202
or e-mail Joe Motes at: joemotes@aol.com
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General Washington’s First Spy, and Why His Mission
Was Doomed from the Start
On July 15, 1775, less than two weeks after he arrived in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to take command of the Continental Army, Gen. George Washington penned this entry in his
expense notebook:
To 333 1/3 Dollars give to —— ——* to enduce him to go into
the Town of Boston; to establish a secret correspondence for
the purpose of conveying intelligence of the Enemy’s movements & designs
The asterisk led to a note that said, “The names of Persons who
are employed within the Enemy’s lines, or who may fall within
their power cannot be inserted.” That £100 expenditure was the
second largest that the general made in 1775. The only bigger
outlay was the £239 he paid for five horses when he started out
from Philadelphia.[1] Espionage was thus a very big investment for the commander-in-chief.
Who was the man who agreed “to go into the Town of Boston”
and “establish a secret correspondence with Washington? The
answer lies in a July 28 letter that Joseph Reed, the general’s
military secretary, sent to Lt. Col. Loammi Baldwin, who was
commanding American troops along the north side of Boston
harbor. Reed gave Baldwin an unusual assignment:
In full Confidence of your prudence & Secrecy as a Soldier, a
Man of Honour & a Friend to your Country, the General has
directed me to communicate to you a Scheme he is about to put
in Execution to obtain constant & authentick Intelligence from
Boston. The Plan is this. The inclosed Letter will be delivered
by you to one Dewksbury who lives about 4 Miles from you
towards Shirly Point—He will deliver it to a Waterman whom
he can depend on who will convey it to one John Carnes a
Grocer in the South Part of Boston. The Answers & such
Intelligence as he can procure will be forwarded to you thro
the same Channell: which you are to transmit to his Excelly by
Express immedy—As the Success of the Project & the life of the
Man in Boston may depend upon your Conduct let it not escape
you to the nearest Friend on Earth & for fear of Accident
destroy this Letter as soon as you are sufficiently Master of its
Contents—When you see Dewksbury give him the above Caution in the strongest Terms: And so to pass from him to the
other—Your good Conduct & Discretion in this Matter will not
fail to be duly noticed.[2]
In writing this letter, Reed made many mistakes that a more
seasoned spy manager would have avoided. To start with, there
is no indication that Reed or Washington had met

with Baldwin to assess his ability to manage intelligence agents. Then Reed chose to put his instructions in writing instead of delivering them orally.
Most significantly, he included much more sensitive
information than was necessary. All Baldwin needed
to know was to pass the enclosed letter to “one
Dewksbury” and await a response from him. Baldwin did not need to know how Dewksbury would
send the letter across the water, nor the name of the
Continental agent inside Boston.
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Furthermore, despite Reed’s instruction to “destroy this
Letter as soon as you are sufficiently Master of its Contents,”
Baldwin saved that document (which is fortunate for us,
because it identifies Gen. Washington’s first spy).
The man Reed called “John Carnes a grocer” was born in
Boston on July 11, 1723. His father was a pewterer who had
improved his social position through business and militia
service. John entered Harvard College, his father paying the
tuition by supplying pewter tableware. Young Carnes became interested in a ministerial career, especially after hearing the Rev. George Whitefield preach in Cambridge in
1740.[3] He graduated from Harvard in 1742, earned a
master’s degree, and in December 1746 was ordained as the
new minister of Stoneham, Massachusetts, north of Boston.
In the following July, he married Mary Lewis of Lynn, three
years his senior and from a comfortably wealthy family.
However, Carnes’s ministerial position did not work out: in
July 1757, he resigned from the Stoneham pulpit, complaining about how little and late the town had paid him.[4] After
preaching in various towns, in April 1759 Carnes accepted a
post as minister in Rehoboth’s Seekonk parish, near the
Rhode Island border. Almost immediately some congregants
started to complain about him. In 1763 a council of men
from eight other churches and then a committee of the
Massachusetts legislature tried to arbitrate the dispute. The
legislators concluded that Carnes had done nothing wrong,
but found “an unhappy alienation of affection in his people
to him, and incurable.”[5]
In December 1764, at Carnes’s request, the Seekonk congregation dismissed him from their pulpit. He was forty-one
years old, had a wife and a still growing family to maintain,
and had failed twice at the only profession he was trained
for. Carnes returned to Boston. After delivering a few more
sermons, he gave up on preaching. Instead, he opened a shop
on Orange Street in the town’s South End, selling a variety
of goods, including liquor.[6]
As a businessman Carnes remained low key, not advertising
his shop. Two incidents forced him to put notices in the
newspapers, offering clues to his business and political attitudes. In March 1769 he announced a ten-dollar reward for
apprehending the thief who had broken into his store and
stolen a miscellany of goods, including stockings, handkerchiefs, thread, linen and other fabrics, needles, shoes, combs,
soap, and knives.[7]
In January 1770, an angry neighboring shopkeeper described
Carnes this way: “a quondam [former] Parson, and twice
seperated from this People, for Reasons best known to himself, and from a Preacher of the Gospel now follows the
laudable Calling of retailing Rum to the Soldiers at the South
Part of the Town.”[8] Four days later Carnes responded with
a long letter in the Boston Gazette denying his neighbor’s
accusations. Among other things, he wrote: “In respect to my
being in the laudable Business of Retailing, it is the Fruit of
Necessity, and very usual with all persons who are in the
grocery-way in the south part of the town where I live.” This
confirms that Carnes identified himself as “a Grocer.” It also
confirms that he leaned toward the local Whigs, though he
was far from the forefront of the movement.
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There is no clue about what motivated Carnes to take the great
risk of spying for the Americans behind enemy lines. He may
just have needed the money. Since he had not been loudly
political, he could present himself as a neutral or Loyalist
returning to Boston. Another of Carnes’s possible advantages
as a spy is that he might have come across as ineffectual.
Though most New England ministers commanded respect in
their communities, his congregants had rebelled against him
twice. On his death the Rev. William Bentley of Salem wrote:
“His talents were small & his manners displeasing but his
simplicity had no vice in it . . . . We used often to laugh at
Carnes.”[9] Carnes’s seeming simplicity could have been valuable in secret intelligence work.
Carnes did send information out of Boston in the summer of
1775. On August 15, Lieutenant Colonel Baldwin sent General
Washington important news from Chelsea:
I hope to be able tomorrow to forward to your Excellency a
letter from the Mr. J— C— the Grocer I heard from him
yesterday Informing that he Expected to git further Information by tomorrow if it comes to hand Shall forward it with all
Convenient Speed[10]
The next day, Baldwin wrote: “I have received a Letter which
I supose came from Mr. J. C. by the Hand of the Gentleman
Expected …”[11]
Carnes’s letters do not survive in Washington’s files, but the
news they brought did not remain secret. In fact, that information spread with Carnes’s name still attached—a major security breach. On August 20, a refugee from Boston named Ezekiel
Price wrote in his diary:
in the afternoon, Mr. Hill, of Providence, was here, who left
Cambridge this forenoon, and says, that this morning a woman
got out of Boston, who brought a letter from Parson Carnes,
which mentioned that the Regulars in Boston intended to come
out this night or tomorrow night,—in consequence of which,
preparations were making in the several American encampments to receive them[12]
Given how Hill and Price heard about that report sent by
“Parson Carnes,” other people behind the American lines
probably received the same information. Which meant his
name could have made it back to the royal authorities. On
August 26 a Loyalist merchant in Newport wrote to Gen.
Thomas Gage, the British commander:
A few days ago a Gentn. of your acquaintance, whom I shall
not name, called upon me.—He said he had intelligence of
much importance to you from the Rebel Camp [?]. He put it
under cover to Majr. Sherriff, & I have committed it to a
passenger, (a safe hand) who will wait upon your Excellency
with it, & communicate verbally such other materials as were
not committed to writing.[13]
Rome was not necessarily passing on a warning about Carnes,
but this letter shows how the British commander was able to
receive intelligence from “the Rebel Camp.”
It is not clear how long Carnes stayed in Boston, gathering
information. On November 13 Ezekiel Price recorded hearing
another rumor about plans from “Mr. Carnes (a son of the
parson’s).”[14]
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On the other hand, an 1898 volume of American Ancestry
reported a Carnes family tradition that their ancestor had
“corresponded with Gen. Washington, was suspected by
Gen. Gage, had his house and papers searched, and was
ordered to leave, which he did.”[15] If this tradition is
accurate, Carnes must have left Boston before October 11,
when Gage sailed for home. Alternatively, it is possible that
his successor Gen. William Howe ordered the parson out
later and the family misremembered.
Carnes’s name does not appear in General Gage’s surviving
intelligence files. After the parson fell under suspicion, the
royal authorities did not lock him in jail, which suggests that
they did not realize the depth of his activities. They might
have thought he was just sending out indiscreet letters to
relatives, not reporting to General Washington for pay.
Carnes’s clerical background and unimpressive manner may
have worked in his favor.
Either way, Carnes was very lucky—the espionage ring
connecting him to General Washington had been infiltrated
from the start. The letter that Reed asked Baldwin to send on
into Boston had been penned by Dr. Benjamin Church, Jr.,
the Continental Army’s top surgeon. Unknown to Washington, Church was also a paid agent of General Gage.[16] He
could have tipped off the British general about Carnes without even knowing the grocer’s identity simply by telling the
recipient of the letter to arrest whoever had delivered it as a
Continental spy.
Most likely, Church did not take that opportunity to break up
the American spy ring. His letters from the summer of 1775
show more concern about getting paid than about providing
useful information to the British army. Carnes remained free
in Boston for another few weeks, it appears, and then was
expelled without punishment. But we can imagine the horror
that Washington and Reed felt in early October when they
discovered Church was secretly providing information to
their enemy and recalled the letter they had sent into Boston
for him. It is no wonder that Washington was much more
careful to hide information about his spies after 1775.
However his stint as a spy ended, John Carnes was definitely
outside Boston before the end of the siege; on March 1,
1776, he took the job of chaplain to a regiment in the
Continental Army. He may have received a second payment
from Washington because on April 1 the general recorded
expending £232 in “Sundry sums … for secret services.”
The “Memmo.” that Washington used to detail those expenditures does not survive.[17]
After serving several months as an army chaplain, Carnes
returned to Massachusetts and by the late 1770s settled in
Lynn, his wife’s home town. His fortunes had clearly improved; he no longer needed to run a shop. The Rev. William
Bentley of Salem later attributed this change to “the prosperity of his children,” but the funds might have come from
General Washington. Carnes became a justice of the peace.
He represented Lynn for eight years in the Massachusetts
legislature and at the 1788 state convention that ratified the
U.S. Constitution. In 1802 simple John Carnes died, keeping
his secrets.[18]
Final part continued next month.
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Fort Lauderdale Chapter
Sons of the American Revolution
2133 NW 208 Terrace
Pembroke Pines FL 33029-2320

2017 Dues Notice
Greetings Compatriot !
Your SAR dues notice and membership card for 2016 are enclosed.
Please mail your check no later than December 14th. This timing is
required to meet the new deadlines established by the state and
national organizations. If circumstances may delay your payment,
call or e-mail the Treasurer (954-559-3202 or joemotes@aol.com
NOTE: Anyone who has not been heard from by 12/14/16 must be
reported as dropped from Membership.
Reinstatement can be made at a later date but this will require
processing a special application and the payment of $5 in addition to
the regular dues. These delays also may cause some issues of the
newsletter and magazine to be missed. – Of course, it is hoped that
everyone will renew but it also is very important that your response
be timely.
CHAPTER TRUST FUND
The Fort Lauderdale Chapter SAR Trust Fund was established in
1991 and has grown to its current balance of approx $16,297.45. The
stated purpose of this fund is to assist in the operation of the Chapter,
including its projects and expenses. Only the earnings of the Trust
may be utilized, never the principal.
Including extra dollars in your check for the trust fund will be very
helpful and appreciated.
Thank you and have a happy holiday season.........

2016 CHAPTER OFFICERS
PRESIDENT - ALLEN MANNING
8592 West Sunrise Blvd Apt 305
Plantation, FL 33322-4009
(954) 830-0746
VICE-PRESIDENT - JEFFREY GREENE
1058 Bluewood Terr
Weston, FL 33327-2056
(954) 304-0791
REGISTRAR / GENEALOGIST - JEFFERY GREENE
1058 Bluewood Terr
Weston, FL 33327-2056
(954) 304-0791
SECRETARY - JAMES LOHMEYER
15862 SW 14 STREET
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33027-2361
954-436-1156
TREASURER / EDITOR /
HISTORIAN / SGT-AT-ARMS - JOSEPH MOTES
2133 NW 208 TERRACE
PEMBROKE PINES FL 33029-2320
954-441-8735

Joe Motes presented a check on behalf of the S.A.R Fort
Lauderdale Chapter to the Swamp Fox Society of the
Children of the American Revolution during their September meeting.

CHANCELLOR - OPEN
CHAPLAIN - DAVID KRAMER
6241 SW 9th STREET
PLANTATION FL 33317-3962
954-584-2337

President Allen Manning presented a Certificate of Appreciation to T/Sgt. Tristen Grayson for his presentation during our September meeting.

